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E n t e r e d a s s e c o n d - c l a s s m a t t e r , a t t h e p o s t office a t N a p p a n e e , I n d . , u n d e r A c t of M a r . 3 , 1 8 7 9 . A c c e p t e d for m a i l i n g a t s p e c i a l r a t e of p o s t a g e provide d in S e c . 1 1 0 3 , A c t of O c t . 3 , 1 9 1 7 .

"7/ie 9mtM2/id UJitineAAs
Charles

Wesley

How shall a slave releast
From his oppressive chain,
Distinguish ease and rest,
From weariness and pain?
Can he his burden borne away
Infallibly
perceive?
Or I before the Judgment Day
My pardon'd sin believe?

Yes, Lord, I now perceive,
And bless Thee for the grace
Thro' which redeem'd I live
To see Thy smiling face:
Alive I am, who once was dead,
And freely
justified;
I know Thy blood for me was shed,
I feel it now applied.

Redeemed from all his woes,
Out of his dungeon freed,
Ask how the prisoner knows,
That he is free indeed!
How can he tell the gloom of night
From the meridian blaze?
Or I discern the glorious light,
That streams from Jesus' face?

By sin no longer bound,
The prisoner is set free,
The lost again is found
In paradise, in Thee:
In darkness, chains, and death I was,
But lo! to life restor'd,
Into Thy wondrous light I pass,
The freeman of the Lord.

The gasping patient lies
In agony and pain!
But see him light arise,
Restor'd to health again!
And doth he certainly receive,
The knowledge of his cure!
And am I conscious that I live?
And is my pardon sure?
A wretch for years consignd
To hopeless misery,
The happy change must find,
From all his pain set free:
And must not, I the difference know,
Of joy, and anxious grief,
Of grace and sin, of weal and woe,
Of faith and unbelief?

In comfort, power, and peace,
Thy favor, Lord, I prove,
In faith and joy's increase,
And self-abasing love:
Thou dost my pardon'd sin reveal,
My life and heart renew;
The pledge, the witness, and the seal,
Confirm the record true.
The Spirit of my God,
Hath certified Him mine,
And all the tokens show'd
Infallible,
divine:
Hereby the pardoned sinner knows
His sins on earth forgiven,
And thus my faithful Savior shows,
My name inscrib'd in Heaven.
—The Burning Bush.
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Hungary
Application has been made for three
workers to enter Hungary to do relief work
during the critical winter months. Supplies
of food, clothing, and soap will be shipped
as soon as approval is received.
China Unit One Year Old
"The China Unit is officially a year old.
Looking back, that year is a checkered pattern of varied services with refugees, Yellow River laborers, organizing relief committees, endless train journeys, kala-azara
patients, busy out-patient clinics, setting up
hospital wards, distributing milk, giving out
clothing, learning Chinese, teaching English, making farm loans, setting up a lithograph school, assembling tractors and
teaching eager students to run them, getting a home together for the unit, battling
with strings of figures, wondering when the
railroad will again be repaired, waiting for
mail that doesn't come, watching CNRRA's
attitude change to one of cooperation, helping small business men, and a host of oth'-sr
things, but this was all part of our orientation to a strange land with the marks of
war fresh in many places, and its tragic aftermath all too apparent when one probed a
bit. Chu-hsien-chen clinic already has been
going a month with well over a hundred patients a day. The tractor program got off
to a new lease of life with the coming of
new workers and more gasoline
cooperation was inaugurated when four workers went down to Pu-kou, a particularly
•needy area, to help in getting in food, caring for orphans, and old folks. . . . As we
look into the new year we trust to see some
of our visions of rehabilitated hospitals,
new clinics, public health work take on
reality. We continue to pray 'The work of
our hands, establish thou it.' "
Wilhelmina Kuyf
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ing we have requested the close of Bartow,
Florida. This leaves in addition to Powellsville, the health units at Gulfport, Mississippi, the Puerto Rico project and the Material Aid program. SSS insisted on a quota
C. P. S. Notes
of 100 men at Powellsville. This leaves 45
The program is undergoing another pe- men for the special projects.
The closing of the camps and units and
riod of transition. It is entering another
phase with its problems, its adjustments the discharge of the 1945 men involves the
experiences of approximately 450 men. This
and its challenges.
Recently Selective Service informed us indeed calls for readjustment, especially on
that all men inducted in 1945 would be dis- behalf of transferring men and the receivcharged effective December 10, 1946. This ing camp staffs.
The challenges can be met as we have
includes a group of approximately 350 who
were inducted from June 1, 1945 through available, experienced, and able staff memDecember 31, 1945. This will leave MCC- bers. We feel confident that the situations
CPS strength at 145 as of January 1, 1947. which are not always easy to solve will be
met. We were looking forward to fruits
On January 1, 1946 there were 3,626 men from the efforts at stabilization, but we are
in M.C.C. camps and units. A systematic thankful for this evidence of a diminishing
discharge program was functioning at that conscription program. We hope that militime and had already released approximate- tary conscription will soon be abolished and
ly 650 men. The Selective Service Act, how- we pray God's will be done in this matter.
ever, was still furnishing a relatively high As long as C.O.s are drafted, we assume
number of inductions and many hospital our churches will continue to want to use
units were still receiving replacements for alternative service and make it as construcdischarged men. The two MCC veterans' tive a period as possible.
hospitals had just been established with 130
Arthur Jost.
and 25 assignees at Livermore, California
Relief Worker's Notes
and Roseburg, Oregon, respectively.
"We had a very calm crossing. Most of
Throughout this year new categories of
discharge on length of service were an- our group got a touch of sea-sickness, but
nounced from time to time. Each category not enough to spoil the enjoyment of the
released men with a shorter service span so trip. The group took quite an active part
that by September 1, 1946 men were eli- in the spiritual life of the ship. Especially
gible to apply for discharge upon complet- effective were the hymn sings about the
ing 18 months of service. The strength of piano in the lounge. Also there were a
MCC-CPS had dwindled to 1,039 with 311 number of personal contacts. We were met
at the dock in Le Havre by Orlo Goering,
eligible for discharge in September, 1946.
our "overseer." He shepherded us safely
Even since discharge papers commenced through customs, and we were off for Paris
to reach the men in camps, the older, more by jeep and train."
stable and more experienced men were nat"From what little I've seen of France, it
urally drained off by the release plan. The
Assignee Directors, who were always se- would be difficult to find an area more in
lected from the most able and the most ex- need of relief than this section of Alsace.
perienced, became of necessity, younger The town of Wissembourg was rather badly
and more immature. By September 1945, damaged. Quite naturally, a good deal of
it was felt that it was necessary to call in cleanup work has been done, but there remains a considerable share. One of the
ex- or non-CPS men to act as Directors.
most encouraging things about our being
In the hope of stabilizing the program a here to date is the way the people, particucamp pastor was added to the regular camp larly the officials, respond. It is not difstaff. The pastor made his home in the ficult to detect the hand of God in our
camp and performed the functions of work here."
preacher, pastor, counsellor and teacher.
"This has been another interesting day.
Definite blessings have come put of this
arrangement. The need for a pastor and a Some twenty delegates representing twenstable directorship was particularly great ty-four Mennonite churches met today . . .
because of the younger type of camper who It was an interesting sight to see these
brethren express a concern for the relief effeels the need for leadership. The situation created by closing camps and hospital fort. It was also encouraging to see deleunits sending their personnel to base camps gates from both the French and German
and the rapid discharge rates called for un- speaking areas. One of the delegates was
usual adjustments among the young men. a prisoner of war in Germany for three
Friendships were disrupted by separations years and finally escaped by hiding in a
and fellows were called upon to adapt them- water tank in a locomotive. Another was
selves to new and different environments as forced into the German army and served
they were transferred. Many of the youth for almost three years. To have them in the
drafted during the war had already been ef- same room and talk together about what
fected by a rather loose and unstable war they might do to bring relief was indeed
psychology. These factors created rather a rich experience."
undesirable situations in CPS at times (but Material Aid Notes
the general conditions were improving.) We
During the past few weeks, the relief
were gaining stability. Each month a num- shipments destined for overseas have been
ber of assignees would continue to be re- disrupted because of the various strikes and
leased and the men knew for some time to embargos imposed on shipping. Following
come when they would expect to be releas- is a listing of the various shipments to the
ed.
relief areas which have left port recently.
To Austria:
With the present reduction to 145 men in
A carload of assorted foods which was
MCC-CPS it is necessary to close additional shipped from the Goshen, Indiana Food
camps and units. In a meeting with Se- Warehouse, a carload of the Ralston Relief
lective Service on November 8 the MCC Cereal, a carload of flour and five tons of
agreed to the closing of Camino and Lincoln powdered milk. This makes a total of 96
since Selective Service insisted on keeping tons of food shipped to Austria.
Powellsville open. In addition it was agreed
(Continued on page- ten)
that all hospital units close. Since the meet-

Relief and Service News
Condition of Displaced Mennonites in Berlin
Bro. Peter Dyck reports on the conditions
of the several hundred refugees being cared
for in Berlin. He states that health conditions are improving. Two to four funerals
were held each week for several weeks when
the camp first began. Of the twelve houses
in the camp one is used for a hospital and
comprises thirty beds, a first aid room, and
several trained refugee nurses. A refugee
doctor from a UNRRA camp spends the
morning of each day at the camp. The
group has its own school with some 300
children under 15 years of age and eighteen
teachers are giving instruction. Bible
school, church services, prayer meeting, and
choir, practices are held weekly. Sister
Dyck has charge of the internal affairs of
camp such as conferring with the housefathers, the kitchen workers, the nursing
staff, the teachers, and the cleaners. She is
also responsible for working out the ration
system of the camp. Bro. Dyck says, "It is
not possible to have a great deal of variety
in the camp diet, but none of the people
have hungered, although many of them
would like to eat more." A typical menu of
the day consists of:
Breakfast: Tea (substitute) without sugar and milk. Bread—three pieces and dry.
Lunch: Bean soup (one plate full only).
Bread—one piece and dry.
Supper: Milk soup with one piece of dry
bread, or three pieces of bread with minced
meat.
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NE of the pathetic incidents in Jesus'
life was that day when He met the
ten lepers along the way. The tragic misery of their lot touched His sympathetic
heart as human need always does. He
healed them and instructed them to go to
the priest who was designated under the
law with the authority to pronounce their
leprosy cleansed. So overjoyed were these
unfortunate men, only a few moments before without hope, that they went hilariously on their way, forgetful of their benefactor.
Suddenly one of the ten remembered,
and came back to express appreciation to
Jesus for His gracious benefit. And then
Jesus uttered one of the pathetic statements
which has touched all generations, because
it seems to be the experience of every generation. "Where are the n i n e ? "
They are rushing about their business,
heedless of the love of God who gave His
blood twenty centuries ago for their redemption. They are contemning their
birthright of divine grace which makes
them eligible to adoption in the family of
God. They are ignoring the overtures of
reconciliation sent by special embassies of
peace from the palace of the King. They
are mocking Him, spitting on Him, crucifying Him, deriding Him and passing Him
by.
As one moves among the milling masses
in our great cities he is often harassed by
the question, How many of these multitudes have returned to give Him thanks?
How many have given due recognition to
the Giver of all their benefits? How many
have come back to bow at His feet for the
inner revelation of the infinitely richer
gifts which He wants to bestow — gifts
which moth nor rust can corrupt! Where
are the nine?
But this incident suggests a bit more selective situation. Jesus had performed a
very special service for them and upon
them. From the awful hopelessness of their
leprous tragedy they had been suddenly
almost unbelievably healed. Gone was the
blight of life which had completely obscured their skies. Gone was the curse
which isolated them from their friends and
loved ones. Gone was the heart-breaking
barrier between themselves and the things
they most cherished. Suddenly, dazzlingly.
their horizon was lighted with gracious
hope again. Jesus had done a most marvelous thing for them—that which no other
could do. They were healed. They were
restored. They were whole. All that remained was for them to fulfill the provision of the law, going to the priest and
having their records cleared of the stigma
of their loathsome disease. But with all
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Married 62 Years

Editorial
Where Are The Nine?

(3)

VISITOR

the unbelievable wonder of it, they forgot
to return to give thanks.
Where are the nine? They have their
names on the church roll, but they almost
never go to church. If they do go they
are thinking of their own affairs rather
than genuinely worshiping Him who makes
possible their affairs. They may even be
pious in church but can scarcely wait until
outside the door of the sanctuary before
they lapse into the miserable rags of their
leprous life. Or they may even be too
respectable for such grossness. But in their
pharisaical self-righteousness they hasten
on and forget the deeper concern of the
Saviour who healed them.
Jesus clearly indicated to us that in His
absence we are expected to demonstrate our
gratitude and love to Him through others
—"the least of these." Even a mere cup
of cold water given in the name of Christ
and constrained by the love of Christ is
written in the book of remembrance. How
His loving heart must ache as He sees^ us
rushing on, oblivious to the shuddering
abyss of human needs around us. Material
needs, physical needs, mental needs, moral
needs, spiritual needs are pressing for
some one to help fill them. But the nine
rush on and do not hear the pathos of His
question as it throbs through the breaking
hearts of humanity. Where are the nine?
They are running away from the more
sublime blessings which await their attendance upon Him. They are forfeiting the
transcendent glory of the revelation of His
deepest heart-throbs. They are lightly esteeming the mystic, sweet and satisfying
fellowship with His own spiritual resources.
We usually feel a surge of pity for Jesus as we think of this incident. And He
did certainly reveal to us the astonishing
fact that He wants our fellowship and our
tokens of gratitude and love. Why should
He seek our return to His embrace? Why
should He miss the reciprocation of love?
Why should the Eternal feel need for the
warmth of our devotion? We are amazed
at this glimpse into the heart of Christ?
He needs our love! He feels our lack of
appreciation to Him! He wants our fellowship! And it pains His heart when we go
thoughtlessly away without pausing to give
Him our devotion!
But by far the greater pity should go to
the nine. How infinitely much more they
missed! And how unspeakably much more
we miss when we run away! Do not be one
of the nine! You rob Him of what He has
a right to expect from you. You pain His
heart by your omission. But you rob yourself of so much more! You will wound
your own heart so much more sorely! You
canno* afford to be one of the nine!

0. OK 9f.

' On September 24, 1946, Bro. and Sr.
Simeon Sider of Black Creek District were
married 62 years.
They were converted a few years before
their marriage and joined the Brethren in
Christ Church.
Recently Sr. Sider remarked, "We began
family worship right after we were married and we have never been a season without it since that time." She mentioned how
often they have been blessed together. She
added, "Just lately father has been so burdened and has wept for the lost ones." Bro.
Sider tells how after his conversion he
always carried a New Testament in his
pocket. While his horses rested he read
and memorized scripture portions.
He encouraged his five daughters to read
the entire Bible three times before they
were twenty-one years old, knowing if his
children became addicted to reading His
Word while young they would continue its
study when older.
As new light was given by our ministers
they walked in the light. They consecrated
and dedicated their lives to God and about
twenty years ago they both had the assurance they had received the Baptism of the
Holy Spirit.
On Sept. 24, 1884 there was a double
wedding at the home of Bro. David Climenhaga. His daughter, Mary Ann, married
Eld. John Sider and his daughter Caroline
married Bro. Simeon Sider. Their attendants were Caroline's twin sister, Sarah and
Bro. Joseph Steckley. Eld. John Sider later
became the first Bishop of Wainfleet Congregation. Bishop John Sider, his wife
and Bro. Joseph Steckley have all passed
on, after spending many years of active
service for our Church.
Today their children and grand-children
are .working for Christ and His Church.
"So we see the older order changeth
Yielding place to new
And God fulfils His will in many ways."
Elder Asa Bearss officiated at the weddings sixty-two years ago. He too has gone
to be with his Lord. Of the six who stood
together in 1884 only three remain, Bro.
and Sr. Simeon Sider and Sr. Sarah C.
Engle. May the' remainder of their lives
be as the path of the just which shineth
more and more until the perfect day.
"The church set out to spiritualize the
world; and what has happened? The world
has secularized the church."—Dr. Scroggie.
"I am enough of a fundamentalist to
keep within the limits of the Bible."—Dr,
Scroggie,
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Fundamentals
"Life

in the Blood"

Arthur M. Barnett, M. D.
The Importance of the Blood from the
Standpoint of a Christian
Physician

T

HE sterile quiet of Hakensack Hospital
was suddenly disrupted on the Fourth
of July by a literal flood of patients pouring in on ambulances, trucks, and cars—
the result of a tragedy in a near-by town.
A car at an auto-racing arena had suddenly left the track and gone ploughing
into the crowd of spectators, creating panic
and death and sending this stream of
groaning victims to the door.
I was called immediately to the emergency room. Several other doctors were
there as well. We disregarded for the moment a score of less seriously injured ones
and pitted all our skill and strength
against the breathless march of death on
those whose wounds were most severe.
Several were wheeled into the operating
room together. We looked at the small
boy. It was too late for him. He died before our eyes. We turned to the dead boy's
father. Both his legs were mangled. He
was dying even then from loss of blood.
But we would not give him up. Feverishly
we worked. A donor of blood was found
in haste. We placed him on a stretcher
close by the side of the dying man. An
arm of each was bared and scrubbed and
sterilized. I plunged a needle into the donor's arm and drew out a syringe full of
rich red blood, handed it to my superior,
and attached a new syringe to the needle
in the vein for more. The other doctor
injected the life-giving fluid into the patient's vein, syringe by syringe, watching
him closely all the while. Slowly the tide
seemed to turn. And then we knew he
had a chance to live. Exultation was
ours. We had foiled the dark dread enemy
of man and saved a soul from death.
Through this transfusion and others that
followed, in combination with several operations and patient months of nursing,
this one as good as dead was restored once
more to health and usefulness.
A week or two after this incident, at a
summer Bible conference, I found myself
sitting at the Lord's Table, thinking of
the wine representing the Blood of the
Lord Jesus Christ and of the bread representing His body. Suddenly it occurred
to me that the Blood of Christ shed on the
Cross of Calvary constituted the greatest
blood transfusion this world has ever
known. As I reflected on the subject that
morning, and as I have meditated on it
since that time. I have had an increased
understanding of the power in that Blood,

The greatest subject of the Bible is the
Blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. This
Blood is the very life of Christian faith
just as the blood is th^ sine qua non of
medicine. Take the blood from the body,
and you have nothing left but a corpse.
Take the Blood of Calvary from Christianity, and you have lifeless creed instead of
living faith.
"The life of the flesh is in the blood:
and I have given it to you upon the altar
to make an atonement for your souls: for
it is the blood that maketh an atonement
for the soul" (Lev. 17:11).
Drawing on the Blood Bank
The blood is the life of the living organism. That fact was proclaimed in the
Bible many years ago. We find a statement of it in Genesis 9:4 and 6:
"Flesh with the life thereof, which is the
blood thereof, shall ye not eat * *. Whoso
sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his
blood be shed: for in the image of God
made he man."
Several other similar passages might be
cited in this connection. But it is only in
comparatively recent years that our scientists have discovered this fact and pronounced it to be literally and absolutely
true. Especially has it been demonstrated
in medical science.
Not only is blood the life of each individual as it flows in his own arteries and
veins, but blood that is given as a transfusion constitutes one of the finest, if not
the finest, cure for many diseases. There
is scarcely a disease for which transfusions
are not given. A graph of the number of
transfusions given in a recent three years
in the hospital in which I worked would
show the increase on a practically perpendicular line, so important has the blood
transfusion become in modern medicine.
The Russians have found lately that
blood, if properly stored, can be kept in
good condition after it has been removed
from the body. They have formed blood
banks where they store blood taken from
volunteers or taken immediately from people who have met an accidental death.
They are putting it away in ice-boxes and
can always use it at a moment's notice. The
big hospitals of America also are now
operating blood banks. When a patient
needs an emergency transfusion, it is no
longer necessary to search for a donor.
The blood needed for that purpose is simply taken from the blood bank. The part
these blood banks are playing in modern
war surgery is amazing. During a recent
trip through Canada, I saw everywhere,
along the highways and in shop windows
Red Cross placards calling for three thousand donors who would give their blood
to banks for the use of wounded soldiers

January 13, 1947
overseas. But why is blood so important
in medicine, and what is the connection between this and blood as it is mentioned
.throughout the Bible?
Not long ago, it was discovered that
every living organism is made up, not
merely of limbs and organs, but that it is
built of minute living cells, each individual cell a unit in itself. The human body,
for example, is composed of billions of
cells, a different variety for each separate
organ. These individual cells of our
bodies are dependent upon the blood each
moment of their existence. They could
not possibly live without the blood. The
blood itself we have come to consider as a
very mobile organ—not just so much red
liquid but a remarkably mobile organ. It
is the fastest moving organ that the body
possesses, for it travels with great rapidity
to the place where it is needed.
Blood has both a liquid and a solid
content. The latter is made up in part of
a cellular element—white and red cells.
About 5,000,000 red and about 5,000 white
cells are contained in one cubic millimeter
of blood. Considering that a normal body
has six to seven quarts of blood, one might
calculate the tremendous number of red
and white cells which we have in our systems. The life of a red cell is only about
two weeks, so much of our food goes for
the building up of new red cells.
The red cell carries a chemical compound called hemoglobin. This, as it
passes through the lungs in the red cells,
hooks on to the oxygen very lightly. Then
it travels post haste to the various body
cells to drop its precious load, for the cells
require oxygen every minute of our lives.
This oxygen supply is the most urgent requirement of our bodies. We cannot live
without air. If you can hold your breath
for three or four minutes, you are doing
well; but you cannot do it much longer
than that if you care to keep on living.
The Elements of Life
What has this physiological discussion
to do with our relationship to God? We
are told in the 1st and 2nd chapters of
Genesis that, when God made Adam, He
made him in His own image; then He
breathed into him the breath of life, and
man became a living soul. God gave man
the breath of life; but man sinned, and
then he died. The God-given breath was
gone. In our physical bodies, we cannot
appropriate any breath whatsoever unless
we do so through our blood. So also in
the spiritual realm, we can partake of no
spiritual life whatsoever unless we do so
through the precious Blood of the Lord
Jesus Christ. He Himself said, when He
was here on earth:
"Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of
Man. and drink His Blood, ye have no life
in you (John 6:53).
However, as it is the duty of the individ(Continued on page seven)
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The Place of Prayer
Ask—Ask—Ask"
"Ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye
ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss"
James 4:2, 3

M

ANY times in the Word of God we are
encouraged, even commanded, to ask.
"Ask, and it shall be given you" (Matt.
7 : 7 ) . "How much more shall your Father which is in Heaven give good things to
them that ask H i m ? " (Matt. 7:11). "All
things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer,
believing, ye shall receive" (Matt. 2 1 : 2 2 ).
"Whatsoever ye shall ask in My Name,
that will I do" (John 14:13). "If ye shall
ask anything in My Name, I will do it"
(John 14:14). "If ye abide in Me, and My
Words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye
will, and it shall be done unto you" (John
15:7). "Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My Name, He will give it you" (John
16:23; cf. John 15:16). "Ask, and ye
shall receive, that your joy may be full''
(John 16:24). "Ye have not, because ye
ask not. Ye ask, and receive not, because
ye ask amiss" (James 4:2, 3 ) . "Whatsoever
we ask, we receive of Him, because we
keep His commandments, and do those
things that are pleasing in His sight" (I
John 3:22). "If we ask any thing according to His will, He heareth us: and if we
know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask,
we know that we have the petitions that we
desired of Him" (I John 5:14, 1 5 ) .
Ask—ask—ask—ask—ask! "Ask what
ye will"; "whatsoever ye ask"; "ask anything according to His will." It seems
perfectly clear that God wants us to ask
Him for the things we need and want.
Some things He gives without asking—
such as the sunshine and the air we
breathe, and other blessings; but there are
many things we Christians positively will
not get unless we ask for them. "Ye have
not, because ye ask not." Beloved, we do
not use the privilege of prayer as we
should. Our Father would give us much
more blessing than we now enjoy if we
only would ask Him. 0 yes, there are conditions; many of us have learned to our
sorrow that there is such a thing as asking
and having not because we "ask amiss."
"God does nothing, but in answer to
prayer." (John Wesley).
In an English city arrangements had
been made for a lecture by the infamous
agnostic lecturer, Bradlaugh. He was a
forceful orator, and it was feared by a
small group of believers in the city that
his'visits would cause great spiritual
harm to the youth of the place. They
covenanted together that they would take
hold of God for the hindering of the meeting. The evening came, however, and
Bradlaugh appeared on the platform be-

fore a capacity audience. Was the prayer
of the earnest group to go unanswered?
After the introductory remarks by the
chairman, the great infidel stepped to the
front and began to speak. "Ladies and gentlemen," he said, and then passed his hand
over his forehead. A second and a third
time he repeated those words, and then,
turning to the chairman, he said, "For
some reason, sir, my mind seems clouded,
and I am unable to continue. I am sorry
to disappoint the audience." He sat down,
the chairman apologized, and the audience
dispersed. Bradlaugh never returned to
that place. (Alliance Weekly).
Ask God for deliverance when danger is
near. In the flood at Pueblo, Colorado, a
few years ago, a woman was trapped in
an overturned railroad car. Unable to get
out, and the water rising until it was up
to her neck, and holding a child in her
arms, her case seemed hopeless. The frightened child said, "Mother, what shall we
d o ? " Mother said, "Pray, dear." While
mother cried unto God in her heart, the
child prayed, "Jesus, I trust You; Jesus I
trust You." She said this many times. From
that moment the waters began to recede.
Ask God when in desperate financial
need. A friend of ours, a minister, needed
$500 on the next Wednesday morning, to
pay a note. Failure to pay would lead to
dire results. He knew of no one from whom
he could borrow it. What should he do in
this great need? He asked God for help.
Monday, no help in sight; Tuesday morning, no help in sight. Would his prayer
go unanswered? As far as he knew he
was in God's will. Tuesday afternoon a
telegram came, from a distant city, which
read: "The Lord has impressed me with
your need. I have placed five hundred
dollars to your credit in the
bank.
Hope this will be sufficient." Was it sufficient?
The exact amount needed. This
minister is still preaching the Gospel in
the state of California.
Revivals have been started in answer to
prayer; dead churches have been resuscitated in answer to prayer; orphanages have
been supported in answer to prayer; missionaries have been supported in hostile
fields in answer to prayer; loved ones have
been saved in answer to prayer; health has
been restored in answer to prayer; the
edicts of governments have been altered in
answer to prayer; the course of history has
been changed in answer to prayer. Ask—
ask—ask. Widows and the jobless have
had material needs supplied in answer to
prayer; mothers have seen their godless
sons converted and their wayward daughters brought back to the right road in answer to prayer; passengers on derelict
vessels, far off the beaten track on the high
seas, have been rescued in answer to pray-
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er; children have been given to Godly parents in answer to prayer. Ask—ask—ask.
* Let those who ask of God ask in faith believing, doubting nothing, for "let not that
man (who wavereth) think that he shall
receive any thing of the Lord" (James 1:
6,7).
Let those who ask of God remember that
He answers the prayers of those who "do
those things that are pleasing in His sight"
(I John 3:22). It is the effectual fervent
prayer of the righteous man that availeth
much. If we allow known sin in our lives
our prayers will be hindered.
Let those who ask of God not ask for
their own lusts—to satisfy selfish desires
or ambitions. "Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume
it upon your lusts" (James 4 : 3 ) . Ask that
God may be glorified; ask that normal
needs may be supplied; ask for deliverance
from trial—and God will deliver, or give
the needed strength; ask for blessing on
others.
Let those who ask of God not dictate to
Him how the answer shall be given. One
of God's saints, James McConkey, went
out fishing in a sailboat; the wind took
him far from shore. Later the wind died
down completely, and he had no way of
getting back. Earnestly he prayed. No
wind arose. He prayed again. No wind
arose. But before long he saw a small
boat approach him. It was a man from
shore. He said, "I thought you might need
help in getting back, since the wind died
out." God sent that man instead of the
wind. The prayer was answered, but in
God's way. Don't dictate to God how your
prayers are to be answered.
Let those who ask of God remember that
they are taking God as their working Partner—so they can and should make their
plans large. As we ask God works! "If
ye shall ask any thing in My Name, I will
do it" (John 14:14). "If ye ask * * I will
do."
"Thou art coming to a King,
Large petitions with thee bring,
For His grace and power are such,
None can ever ask too much."
Let those who ask of God expect to witness miracles of Divine intervention, miracles of special deliverance, the supernatural working—though often in a quiet
way—that brings the Divine Presence near
and real. On the missionary field Dr.
Adoniram Judson received a letter telling
about the conversion of some Jews through
the reading of the story of his life and
labors. As his wife read the letter to him,
he said, "Love, this frightens me; I do not
know what to make of what you have just
been reading. I never was deeply interested
in any object, I never prayed sincerely
and earnestly for anything, but it came;
at some time—no matter how distant the
day—somehow in some shape, probably
(Continued on page seven)
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Doctrine
"Nonresistance
Andrew R.

Shelly

The nonresistant way is a positive way!
It includes an abhorrence of all that is
evil, but more important it provides a way
of thinking and a course for action. It is
the word used to designate aspects of the
New Testament teaching on peace. There
is no sector of life that is not touched in a
broad interpretation of its meaning. Properly understood it provides a key leading
to integration of thought and triumphant
action.
The nonresistant way involves the conviction that the Basis of decision for the
individual is always the will of God. This
is so regardless of possible consequence.
It is a daring faith that Almighty God, the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, being
omniscient and omnipotent, will so use and
overrule the affairs of history so that his
righteous kingdom will one day be established in its final state! This statement answers many common questions regarding
nonresistance.
The nonresistant way is a kind and loving
way! It is charitable even to those who differ! It is longsuffering and patient in all
situations. Thus its fingers of influence
touch life at every point.
This discussion seeks to point the way
to a broad understanding of what is known
as nonresistance. The word is often misunderstood. Because of the much talk and
many plans for peace, and the freshness
of the subject, special attention is given to
the question in its relation to war! A brief
analysis of the results of war is first given.
In the first part of the body of the article,
attitudes toward war are considered. Then
follows the basic, scriptural key. The third
section deals with some popular misconceptions regarding nonresistance. Then,
turning to the positive, reasons for nonresistance are given. Finally, a brief section on positive action is included.
"Thou Shalt not kill." (Exodus 20:13)
"Except the Lord build the house, they
labour in vain that build it: except the
Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh
but in vain." (Psalm 127:1)
"Righteousness exalteth a nation: but
sin is a reproach to any people." (Proverbs
14:34)
"Not by might nor by power, but by My
spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." (Zechariah
4:6)
"But I say unto you, Love your enemies,
bless them that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for them that despitefully use you, and persecute you."
(Matthew 5:44)

"Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves,
but rather give place to wrath: for it is
written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay,
saith the Lord." (Romans 12:19)
The United Nations Society in Canada
released a poster folder entitled "WORLD
or WAR?"
The purpose of this publication, which is characteristic of all the
United Nations' Publications, is to emphasize the seriousness of the day in which
we live. In the judgment of many thinkers,
it is just that: WORLD or WAR.
One of the sections of this release is a
picture poster entitled "This is war!" The
pictures haunt one and the figures are terrifying! Certainly no one person can get
a comprehensive view of the totality of the
viciousness of war. This United Nations
publication lists four characteristics of
war. First is death, I will not describe
the picture. According to the figures, the
three major powers (England, United
States and Russia) lost in the neighborhood of 15,000,000. Add to that China,
all the smaller nations and the Axis powers
and one gets some idea of the prevalence
of the horseman of death in war.
A second illustrates suffering.
This is
inadequate; for no brush can reproduce
that which the bodies, minds and souls of
countless millions endured and are enduring! In addition to the suffering of the
armed personnel, there is a vast area of suffering. We think of the millions that are
homeless and starving. According to the
United Nations release, in China alone 84,
000,000 were driven from their homes. Our
minds cannot fully grasp the torture of
maimed bodies, broken minds and disillusioned souls. And to all of the generally
listed areas of suffering we must add the
mental anguish of blasted hopes! Would
that some artist, or some poet, or some
author could paint or describe with words
the true nature of the suffering caused by
war!
The third picture is entitled destruction.
We in Kitchener can scarely understand
what this word "destruction" really means.
The full accounting of the destruction
caused by the war will take years to tabulate. In Greece during three years, 1,085
towns and villages were destroyed. In
England one out of every three homes were
damaged or destroyed by air action. In
Russia 71,700 towns and villages were destroyed. In Germany many cities have
been from 6 0 % to 9 0 % destroyed. Robert
Krieder, M. C. C. representative in Germany, has sent graphic word pictures of
the present state of many areas in that
country. In Hiroshima, Japan, one bomb
destroyed 6 0 % of the city. It is estimated
that between 6,000 to 10,000 corpses still
lie under the ruins of the city.
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When one hears so much talk about
World WTar III these figures take on new
"meaning and significance. If weapons in
their infancy can cause such colossal damage what will the full-grown product do?
In this connection the prediction of Roger
Babson is significant. This unusually accurate prophet predicts that "the chances
are nine out of ten that Boston, New York,
Philadelphia, Baltimore and other coastal
and border cities will be totally destroyed
within the next twenty years."
The fourth picture illustrates the cost
element. Here, too, our minds are too small
to comprehend the total picture. In 1943 a
nev/s release indicated that at that time the
world was laying $50,000 a second or
$422,000,000 a day at the feet of the god
of war! Up to March 31, 1945 World War
II cost Canada 15 billion dollars. This is
enough for a new $8,000 house for every
second family in Canada; and also one of
each of the following for every family—a
car, refrigerator, washing machine, radio,
vacuum cleaner, sewing machine, cook
stove and a quantity of new furniture.
Well, there we have a partial picture of
war. Nothing is mentioned in the United
Nations release about the moral and spiritual casualties of war.

I
Our Attitude Toward War
Some would say that we should simply
disregard the war issue, and live our lives
as normally as we can. In Canada we
could do that in a measure, but most of the
world could not. And the best brains indicate that the day when any part of the
world will be exempt from the horror of
war is forever past. No, we cannot say we
will have nothing to do with it.
What are some of the attitudes taken by
people:
A. Condone war. As impossible as it
sounds, there are some who condone war as
a legitimate manner of conduct of human
society. Some shallow thinkers even think
lightly of the death element since they say
the world would be overpopulated without
this element. We pass over that attitude
quickly for it is difficult to understand an
intelligent human being holding the position. Others have said that the medical
and technological developments of war
compensate for the losses. For example
General Kirk of the U. S. Medical Services
says that medical science is 15 years ahead
because of the war. Doctors worked as
high as 41 days without changing clothes.
They went on 16-hour shifts. The pressure of acute necessity demanded swift action. Deaths due to pneumonia have been
cut down to a mere fraction of what it
used to be through the development of
drugs such as sulfa and penicillin. Blood
transfusions have been facilitated through
the elaborate and efficient system of blood
(Continued on page seven)

EVANGELICAL

January 13, 1947

Contributions
Turning Defeat Into Victory
E. E.

Shelhamer

We are in a world of winning and losing. About half of the best people on
earth are out of Divine order, more or
less. And the sad thing is that they are
held fast and cannot extricate themselves.
During the first world war the Germans
and French see-sawed back and forth on
"no man's land" for six months. One day
they took a trench, then lost it the next
day. In like manner many Christians gain
ground then lose it. They do not have
constant victory, day after day. Surely
there must be something better than this.
We have heard them say, "I am a Christian, but a defeated Christian." Through
Grace we can be not only Conquorers, but
"more than Conquorers." After we have
conquored the world, the flesh and the
devil, we can go farther and help others to
do the same.
Take David for a study. He was fleeing
from King Saul and got out of Divine
order when he hurriedly fled to Gath and
joined himself to King Achish. Now old
Achish was a shrewd Philistine and said to
himself, "I will show special kindness to
David and thus put him under special obligation and later he will be mine." So
he gave to David and his six-hundred men
Ziglag, a dirty, border city. David was
there, out of Divine order for a year and
four months. Think of it! A great warrior,
out of touch with God, and running for his
life.
One step out of God's plan may require
a thousand other steps to recover this one,
if it ever is recovered. While on the devil's
territory, (Ziglag), David went out and
defeated the Amalakites and took much
spoil. But upon returning he found his
city in ashes and all their wives, children
and cattle stolen. He and his men "wept
until there was no more power to weep."
Then in desperation, his valiant men mutinied and "spake of stoning him." He
was surely in a bad way. He was "greatly
distressed," and doubtless the thought of
suicide faced him. What could he do?
What did he do? No ordinary man could
turn the tide and swing the situation back
in his favor.
Here we find an all-round man, too big
to be defeated—the same man who took a
lion by the beard and reached down between his jaws and rescued a little lamb.
Now he grapples with impossibilities and
we read, "David encouraged himself in the
Lord his God." Everything and everybody
was against him. He had only one source
of encouragement, but that was enough.
After prayer and consultation, he said to

his tired, hungry and discouraged men, if
you will trust me once more, if you will
rally around me, we will pursue and overtake these thieves, and they did and "Recovered All." It took a big man to do this.
He lost everything, then regained everything. He was a bankrupt one day and a
millionaire the next. He did not do little
things. He did not give cheap presents.
If you will read the context, the latter part
of I Sam. 30, you will find that David sent
"presents to the elders" of at least 200
cities. Say, dear reader why not, from this
moment "encourage yourself in the Lord,"
and undertake great things. God still delights to work miracles. — Cincinnati,
Ohio.
i **m
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"Nonresistance
(Continued from page six)
plasma. Then, there is a third group who
say that war is the only possible way for
the world to live together peaceably. As
peculiar as that sounds, it seems many
hold the opinion. Frictions arise to such
degree that only a war can releave them
thus enabling the world to live for another
period of rising friction.
B. We will now build a peaceful world.
One person says that war gives the world
another chance to build for peace. Some
of these say that the final chance has come
to the world. Prime Minister Attlee, according to public utterances, seems to be
of this persuasion. Some of these are confirmed idealists who erase the thought of
war out of their minds. Indeed, I remember speaking to a lady on the day war
broke out in 1939, who said that no matter
how bad it looked certainly the world
would not go into another war. But war
came! While we respect a daring optimism, vague idealism can be damaging.
Nevertheless we need all the efforts toward
peace we can stimulate, as we will note
later.
C. What Is The Use? Many have given
up. The total situation seems so utterly
hopeless that these have simply shrugged
the shoulder and said "What's the use?"
Now, this is a pathetic attitude for two
reasons. It withholds the usefulness of the
individual, and it also leads to bitterness,
disillusionment and a philosophy of life
which is anything but satisfying. The stark
reality is still with us. We must think it
through.
D. Get The Most Out Of The War. Soon
after the last war, a great Canadian, who
is today in high government office, released
a statement of the part munitions makers
had in the war. But not only do we think
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of the munitions makers; we also think of
the citizen whose intere t in the war is enri6hment. One lady is reported to have
said: "I wish the war would last a long
time. I never had so much money before."
She was not alone in the statement. One
girl who married a serviceman is reported
to have said she never enjoyed life as
much. She was getting allowance from her
husband, and yet could run around with
other men as she pleased. The cold, callous, hardness of heart of this attitude can
only be explained by bringing the Devil
himself into the picture!
E. Indifference. We simply mention this
attitude in passing. One man told me that
the major sin among Christian people is
indifference. In local church and community work it is the attitude of "let
George do it."
F. We Will Build For Peace, but Fight
The War If It Comes. These people are
sure that war is contrary to everything in
the Gospel. However, in the eventuality of
war they feel Christian people must participate to do away with the insistent evil
and thus give Christianity a chance to
build later.
G. The Attitude Of True
Nonresistance.
The burden of the present discussion develops this thought.
(To be continued)

"Life

in the Blood"

(Continued from page four)
ual body cells to appropriate from the
blood the oxygen which they need, so also
it is the responsibility of each person in
this world to apply the Blood of our Lord
to his own soul that he may receive the
breath of life.
(To be continued)

Ask—Ask—Ask"
(Continued from page five)
the last I should have devised, it came." So
let those who ask of God remember He
moves in mysterious ways His wonders to
perform. But work He will, and the answer of every true prayer, from every
earnest heart, will come. Let those who
pray wait patiently upon God. He is never
in a hurry—but never too late. Ask—ask—
ask.—Christian Victory.
"If the churches are to make the best
fight against the devil and sin they must
begin with the cradle."—Gypsy Smith.
"Whether Englishmen know it or not,
it is the English Sunday that has made
and keeps England great."—Voltaire.
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Announcements
APPEAL FOR OLD VISITORS
Please do not destroy any issues of the
"Visitor" earlier than 1930 until you have
communicated with the Editor. We are trying to build up complete files of the "Visitor" since its first publication. And we
need your cooperation.
Will you please write, giving full information concerning any of the older issues
which you may have? Please do not send
them to us until instructed, for we do not
want to duplicate mailings more than necessary.
However, we are appealing to you to look
at your old papers and send us information
about old issues which might be available
for our files. Thank you.
The Editor.
APPEAL
Does any one have a copy of the book "A
Review of English Grammer for Secondary
Schools," by Allen? I would like to have a
copy and pay a good price for it. I t was used
a t Beulah College in 1920.
P. J. Wiebe, Maple, Ont.
ON THE AIR
The Brethren in Christ Mission a t Philadelphia is beginning broadcasting from t h e
chapel each Sunday afternoon beginning Jan.
5, from 1:30 to 2:00 P. M. over Station WEEV
of Reading, Pa. 850 KC on the dial.
Please listen in and then write them for
this will help them stay on the air. Include
a gift and assure them of your prayers, too.
For the Church needs more people with a
vision of the possibilities by means of the
broadcast.
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EVANGELISTIC SLATE
Springfield, Ohio
Jan. 5-26
Evangelist, Marshall Winger i
BERT-STAYMAN—On New Tear's Day at
Pleasant Hill, Ohio
Jan. 5-26
the Mowersville church there occured the marriage
of Mary Ida, daughter of Elder and Sr.
Evangelist, John Rosenberry
Ebbert Stayman to David Clark, son of Bro.
Palmyra, Pa
Feb. 2-16
and Sr. Ezra Bert.
The bride and groom are both active memEvangelist, Jacob H. Bowers
bers
of the Mowersville congregation and will
Mastersonville, Pa
Jan. 5-....
reside on a farm in the Mowersville communEs-angelist. Frederick Frev
ity.
The bride's father Eld. Ebbert Stayman perCarlisle, Pa
Jan. 12
formed the ceremony. Bish. Charlie Byers
Evangelist, R. I. Witter
assisted by reading Scripture and offering
Merrill, Mich
Jan. 6-26 prayer.
Evangelist, H. A. Ginder
We wish for Bro. and Sr. Bert a life of
Locust Grove, Pa
Feb. 9-23 usefulness in the service of Christ and the
Evangelist, C. H. Moyer
Church.
Airhill, Pa
Feb. 2-18
Evangelist, H. A. Ginder
OSWALD-SIBOM—On Christmas
afternoon at the bride's home, Brother Luther
GROVE—On November 22 a son, Ronald Lee
Strole, promptly at two o'clock, his daughter
came to the home of Brother and Sr. Edgar
Freda Marie Strole was married to Charles
Grove of Shippensburg, Pa. and of the MowWillard Oswald of Topeka, Kansas, in the
ersville Congregation.
presence of a few relatives and friends. The
vows were given by Bishop R. I. Witter.
BERT—A daughter, Sarah Esther came on
After a short wedding trip they will be at
December 14 into the home of Brother and Sr.
Home in Topeka, Kansas. May the Lord richly
John Bert of Newburg, Pa., and of the Mowbless their marriage.
ersville Congregation.
EYSTER-THTJMA—John Dean Eyster, son
BOOK—December 7, 1946, born to Bro. and
of Bro. and Sr. James Eyster of Thomas, Okla.
Sister Chester A. Book, a daughter, Anita
and
Anna Jean Thuma, daughter of Bro. and
Ruth.
Sr. B. F. Thuma of Covington, Ohio were united
in
marriage in the presence of relatives
FOHRINGER—Bro. and Sr. Ray D. Fohr- and friends
on Saturday afternoon, December
inger, Mill Hall, Pa. became the parents of a
14th at 7:30 o'clock at the home of Mr. and
son, Ray Daniel, Jr. on December 2. Sr. FohrMrs.
Amor
Herr.
The ceremony was performed
inger was the former Marian Miller, daughter
by Eld. B. E. Thuma, brother of the bride.
of Bishop and Mrs. Henry S. Miller of Mill
Hall, Pa.
SWISHER-BREACH — Calvin C. Swisher
son of Mrs. Carrie Swisher, Iron Springs, Pa.
LEWIS—adopted Dec. 10 at Harrisburg, Pa.,
and Shirley L. Breach, daughter of Mr. and
Endora Emmalene, aged 8 months, by Eld. and
Mrs. Joseph Breach, Harrisburg, Pa. were
Sr. Wm. F. Lewis.
united in marriage on Dec. 27, 1946 at the
home of Eld. John Garman.
WINGER—to Bro. and Sr. Arthur Winger of
Stevensville, Ont. on Nov. 1 was born a son,
ENG1E-WAGAMAN—On Dec. 20 a t 2 p. m.,
Gary Lamar.
in the Church of the Brethren at Morrill, Kans.
Bro. Mahlon Engle, son of Bro. and Sr. Earl
TESTIMONY
Engle of Abilene, Kansas and Sister Irene
Wagaman of Morrill, Kansas were united in
marriage in the presence of relatives and
For some time I have been prompted by
friends. The ceremony was performed by the
the Holy Spirit to give my experience. I
bride's uncle, Eld. J. L. Charles. May the
was converted when quite young and in
blessing of the Lord accompany them through
life.
later years realized a need in my life. I
used to go to the altar during revival meetings and I know I received help but did not
get the desire of my heart until the evening
of the 22nd of October last year.
Bro. Rohrer was the evangelist at the
HOOVER—Sister Cora Hoover was born at
Fishertown, May 5, 1871 and departed this life
Sherkston Church. This particular evening
Dec.
17, 1946, aged 75 years, 7 months and 12
after we returned home and before I redays.
tired I took the Bible and seated myself in
She is survived by three brothers.
a comfortable chair intending to read someShe was a member of the Brethren in Christ
Church.
thing from God's Word. But before I openFormerly she kept house for her brother
ed the Book I began talking with the Lord.
until their house burned two years ago. Since
Not in an audible voice but quietly I said,
then she has been staying with her niece.
After death she was taken to her brother
"Lord what's the matter with me? Others
Albert's home. Funeral services were held in
have it and I am all for it." I again asked
the Fishertown Reformed Church by Bishop J.
the question "What's the matter with m e ? "
S. Oldham and Eld. J. H. Feather,. Interment
I then told the Lord I wasn't satisfied with
in the adjoining cemetery.
it and that I wanted my life to please Him.
I then began to tell on the enemy and just
were he attacks. I then asked the Lord to
I know t h a t He can do t h e w o r k f o r each
create in me a clean heart and renew a
individual a l t h o u g h t h e m a n i f e s t a t i o n s m a y
right spirit within me.
not be t h e s a m e. I used to wish f o r a n experience like some o t h e r s b u t t h e Lord g a v e
Then almost instantly such a wonderful,
me one all m y own for which I p r a i s e H i m .
peaceful feeling came over me such as I
never had before. I sat quietly and said
I have found t h a t t h e Holy S p i r i t in ones
life gives m o r e j o y a n d l a s t i n g h a p p i n e s s
Peace! Peace! wonderful peace,
and is m o r e precious t h a n a n y t h i n g in this
Coming down from the Father above;
world. I j u s t have t o think a n d feel how
Sweep over my spirit forever, I pray,
necessary it is f o r young m o t h e r s t o be
In fathomless billows of love.
wholly sanctified, also to have o u r children
As it lingered I repeated it, but wasn't
w h e n y o u n g dedicated t o t h e Lord. I beaware of what was really taking place until
lieve w e would h a v e m o r e of t h e m i n t h e
I felt the filling which began from the botChurch and serving t h e M a s t e r instead of
tom of my heart and kept rising higher and
out in t h e world.
higher until it was up to my throat. I felt
such a pressure that it seemed as though
P r a i s e H i s N a m e forever.
my breath would be taken. I knew the work
I need y o u r p r a y e r s t h a t I m a y a l w a y s
was done. Hallelujah i I then got on my
keep p r e s s i n g on t h e u p w a r d w a y .
knees and began to thank the Lord for it
Your u n w o r t h y sister,
was all so real and so blessed.
Mrs. N o r m a n Sider
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With the Church
On the Foreign Field
Un:on Mission House, Leopoldville,
Belgian Congo.
We send greetings in the name of Jesus
from Leopoldville. Undoubtedly our many
friends are wondering about our trip, where
we are, and what we are doing. For some
of us our trip is including nearly a week's
stay at the Union Mission House in Leopoldville so with time on our hands we have
decided to write an account of our experiences so far for the Visitor.
Your missionaries left La Guardia Field,
New York on time at 1:00 a. m., Dec. 12.
We flew on the Clipper Intrepid, a Lockheed
Constellation of Pan American Airways.
Our first stop was scheduled for Gander,
Newfoundland, but due to weather conditions at Gander we stopped for refueling at
Moncton, New Brunswick. After about a
three hour stop we left Montcon for Santa
Maria, Azores, at about 7:00 a. m., N. Y.
time. Our flight across the Atlantic was
very smooth. We flew at an altitude of
9500 feet and an estimated ground speed of
320 miles per hour. For the most part we
saw only the billowing fleecy clouds beneath
us. Only occasionally did the clouds break
and allow us a glimpse of the ocean. A
never-to-be-forgotten sight was that of sunset above the clouds. If only an artist could
have preserved what we saw!
We arrived at Santa Maria at 3:00 p. m.,
N. Y. time or 6:00 p. m. Azores time. Because of weather conditions at Lisbon we
stayed all night a t the hotel, Terra Nostra,
and left for Lisbon at 7:00 a. m. Friday
morning. Our flight to Lisbon took four
hours and again was uneventful and
smooth. We arrived safely at 11:00 a. m.
Azores time or 1:00 p. m. Lisbon time. After refueling and refreshments we again
boarded our plane at 2:00 p. m. for Dakar,
Senegal. One of the beautiful sights of the
trip was our aerial view of Lisbon as we
circled over the city. The terraced fields
and gardens and the beautiful architecture
of the city was quite impressive.
The flight to Dakar took seven hours.
Arriving there at 9:00 p. m. we stopped for
the first time on African soil. We stayed
here about an hour and a half, leaving
again at 10:30 p. m. for Roberts Field, Liberia, where we arrived at about 2:00 a. m.
Saturday morning. Roberts Field seems to
be operated jointly by Pan American Airways and the U. S. army so we were billeted for the night at army barracks. We
did not leave Roberts Field again until
Saturday evening at 10:00 p. m. Our long
stay at Roberts Field was necessitated by
several factors. It was necessary for the
plane to be entirely serviced at this place,
and since our next stop, Leopoldville, has
no facilities for night landing, it was necessary to wait for night to leave so our arrival
at Leopoldville might be in daylight. Because of these factors we spent the day at
Roberts Field enjoying the facilities of the
army barracks and mess hall. Liberia is
truly tropical and hot. A river flowed close
by,' and we could see the native villages on
the other side. The Firestone rubber plantation was close by but we didn't know
about it in time to see it.
We left Roberts Field at 10:00 p. m. for
Leopoldville, Belgian Congo, arriving there
at about 7:00 a. m. Leopoldville time, or

6:00 a. m. Liberia time. This was at 1:00
a. m. N. Y. time. Our actual flying time was
about 34 hours although our arrival was 24
hours late because of the stop-overs. The
flight from Liberia to Leopoldville was the
roughest of the entire trip, possibly because
of crossing the equator and possibly because
of passing through a storm area. We were
told that we passed through a snow storm
during the night while flying high over the
equator.
Arrangements had been made by cable
from New York for us to stay at Union
Mission House in Leopoldville, so Mr. Lutete, a native who manages the home, met
us at the airport. We were very grateful
for this assistance as we disembarked in a
strange land. After coming to the home
and cleaning up we attended service at the
chapel, while some of the group rested.
'The three single ladies left by plane on
Monday morning for Elisabethville. The
rest of us, Climenhagas and Siders, are
waiting until Saturday for a plane to take
us to Elisabethville. We will likely stay in
Elisabethville until Monday, Dec. 23 when
we hope to board a Rhodesian Railway train
for Bulawayo. If all goes well, we may arrive at Bulawayo on Christmas Day.
We are enjoying our stay in Leopoldville.
The hospitality of the missionary home, the
friendliness of the natives, and the beauty
of the scenery is very impressive. From the
verandah of the missionary home we can
look out across the Congo river into French
Equatorial Africa. We are grateful for
the presence of the Lord and for a safe trip
thus far. We pray God's blessing upon our
dear friends in the homeland and trust that
you will continue to remember us in prayer.
Lewis Sider
Macha, S. Africa
''Honour the Lord with thy substance,
and with the first fruits of all thine increase." Prov. 3:9. This was carried out at
Macha at the time of our Harvest Meeting.
Soon after the service was opened, we sang
a song during which time an offering was
taken for those who wanted to give money.
At the same time quite a few of the women
went outside, and brought in of their substance with which the Lord had blessed
them, and placed it near the front of the
Church. This consisted of mealies (corn),
and monkey nuts (peanuts). Some brought
one thing, and some the other, and a few
brought some of both. The containers which
were baskets, or enamel dishes, were of different sir.es, some rather small, and some
quite large. Some of the women carried
them on their heads, and others in their
hands. Also at the back of the Church was
a bag of mealies which the Mission gave.
I was very much impressed as I saw them
walk up the aisle with their gifts and place
them there in the Church. And I thought
to myself, if only more of these people
would so willingly give themselves to the
Lord to be used of Him as He sees best.
After the service was over, Bro. Winger
and I were in the Office speaking with some
of the Brethren and a girl who wanted to
leave school to go home. While sitting
there we saw out the window that quite a
few boys and girls were coming towards the
Office with dishes and baskets of mealies
and monkey nuts on their heads. It was
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quite a picture to see. They were the boys
and girls from the Macha Outschool, who
.were supposed to have come in for the Harvest Meeting, but for some reason did not
get here in time.
Also sometime later several of the men,
and one of the Outschools brought in bags
of mealies for the Harvest Meeting Offering. You may wonder what was done with
the things which were given. The Mission
buys them to be used here, and the money
goes into the Outschool Teacher's Fund.
Frances Winger
A Letter of Thanks from Mtshabezi
Repairs are many and often pressing on
a Mission Station, and the shop is often the
scene of things from the farm, hospital,
school, and other places, waiting to be repaired. So in some respects the shop is one
of the most important buildings on the mission station. Last August we saw the shop
go up in flames. We counted it to be about
a two thousand pound loss, but we realized even more the inconvenience when we
did not have even a saw left to cut a log
to stand up on end in the ground, under
the shade tree, so we could put one of the
iron vices on it to do some work. Nor did
we have a good bit to bore holes in the
top of this log to fasten the vice on with
screw bolts, so we could do some work. Beside losing a lot of feed, we had no mill to
grind meal, no scales, no good wrenches,
hammers, stocks and dies, for cutting
thread on bolts and pipes, no grind stone,
and what tools were salvaged we found
quite ruined through the heat. Work tables
and all were swept away.
We owe thanks to the manager of one of
the large Gold mines near here, for offering and kindly helping us out with some
repairs. The Rhodesia Air Training Group,
also let us have a quantity of building material at half price. Some of the Merchants
in Bulawayo also supplied some things at
reduced rates. We received some private offerings, and over thirty seven pounds from
the native Church. But above all our hearts
were gladdened and encouraged anew by
the very generous response from you OUT
colabourers in the Home Land. Words cannot express our deep appreciation of the
practical and Christian way you came to our
rescue in this very trying time, reminding
us anew that we are workers together. As
we expect to be here only a few more
months, we are very grateful that you have
helped us to equip the shop with what tools
could be bought at this time to help make
things easier for our successor, in carrying
on the Lord's work here.
And although it has been quite impossible
on account of war conditions to replace
some of the things needed, still with the
money you have given, we trust that these
can be bought later on. And while we have
partly repaired the shop so as to carry on
for the present, it is planned to rebuild in
a better way than the old building, and at
a place further removed from the present
site, which will be a marked advantage in
the work.
So, although the Mission Girl Boarders
became rather panic stricken and cried as
they saw the shop burn, thinking their food
supply and all would be cut off, and possibly the mission closed, still they rallied to
help salvage what could be saved; and although the workers realized more the real
(Continued on page eleven)
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In The Homeland
Zion, Kansas
On Monday, December 2 a series of revival meetings started at the Zion Church
with Eld. C. H. Moyer as evangelist. From
the first night of the meeting a spirit of
revival prevailed and the second night of
the meeting two came to church and testified to having received definite help in a
home, following the Monday night service.
At different times during the meetings
there were those who were seeking the
Lord, told of having received some special
help or some definite experience outside of
the church service. We are happy to know
that the Lord will meet us whenever and
wherever we meet the conditions and yield
ourselves to Him.
Bro. Moyer preached a full Gospel and
quite a number responded to the call of
God, and took a definite stand for the Lord.
During this time of service about 25 knelt
at the altar seeking the Lord. We trust
those who have taken forward steps will
go forward and obey the Lord.
The last night of the meeting December
18 an opportunity was given for any one
wishing baptism to make it known. One
responded to this invitation. This was a
young man from our congregation, however, he had been converted at a revival at
one of our church schools, and was home
to spend his Christmas vacation.
On the evening of December 22 he followed the Lord in baptism. We believe
there was seed sown and we pray it will yet
bring forth fruit.
Mrs. J. C. Hoover
Mowersville-Green Spring, Pa.
On December 8, Eld. Henry Ginder came
to labor with the Mowersville congregation
in a revival effort which lasted two weeks.
Bro. Ginder brought the Word with clearness, force and power. His teaching will be
long remembered by our congregation. A
number of souls knelt at the altar for the
need of their heart, others prayed through
at home and still others were wrought upon
to more closely follow the Master.
One outstanding evening was the one in
which Bro. Ginder spoke to the family, having the congregation sitting in family
groups.
The climax of the meeting was the evening in which a large majority of our young
people presented themselves in dedication to
the cause of Christ.
As the campaign came to a close there
was marked evidence of the Spirit's blessing in a warmth of Christian fervor and
spirit which moved on the congregation.
May Bro. Ginder continue to be a blessing
as he labors for the Master.
God's Love Mission, Detroit, Michigan
Revivals — During the year it was our
privilege to have several special meetings.
Eld. Carl Carlson from the Mission in Chicago was with us for six nights. We were
glad to get better acquainted and to profit
by his long experience in City mission
Work. Eld. Edward Gilmore from Low
Banks, Canada held a two weeks' meeting.
His timely messages were a blessing. During this meeting Sr. Mary Sentz from Pa.,
paid us a week end visit. Our latest revival
was held by Eld. Wm. F. Lewis. We saw
between twenty-five and thirty souls kneel
at the altar during the three weeks' meet-
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ing; One woman who was reclaimed in the
Sherkston, Ontario
meeting, was sanctified since in a regular
The annual Christmas program was given
Sunday evening service. We praise the Lord at this Church on Sunday morning, Dec.
for this victory. We were also happy to • 22nd. The usual service was dispensed with,
have Sr. Lewis and William Jr. with us for and the time was filled very acceptably with
this meeting. We greatly appreciate the the program by the S. S. children, and a
many visits and contacts Bro. and Sr. Lewis Christmas talk given by Bro. Roy Sider, ilmade in the interest of souls while they lustrated on the flannelgraph. The program
were here.
consisted of readings, recitations and songs
Mission Bus—The Sunday School bus for and was well done. There were a good number of parents present, beside the usual
which we prayed and toward which many of
you sent gifts is now a reality. Each Sun- congregation. Everybody thoroughly enjoyday morning two trips are made to gather ed the service.
in the folk. This has had a marked effect
Each child received a bag of candy and
on our S. S. attendance and now our need is an orange, besides New Testaments and
a larger place.
story books on Bible subjects. The organOur Vacation Bible School was the larg- izsrs of the program are to be congratulatest we have ever had at the mission. There ed for their efforts on behalf of the chilwere 114 enrolled and an average attendance dren.
of 77. On decision day about 54 of the chilNorman E. Church
dren knelt around the altar for prayer.
Again the S. S. bus proved a blessing. Sr. Carlisle, Pa.
Hartsock our S. S. Supt. made two trips
December 8 was a special day in the
each morning gathering up the children and Carlisle Sunday School, very fittingly obbesides teaching a class of boys.
served as " Cradle Roll Day." The mornVisitors—It was my happy privilege after ing worship program was sponsored by the
being here in the work for nine years to cradle roll superintendent with mothers and
have my mother and sister Ardith Ruth their babies participating.
come from Calif, and spend one month with
Following the morning sermon, two of
us. They both helped us in the V. B. S. the cradle roll babies, Linda Rann, and
Sr. Martha Sentz and mother did the cookShirley Louise, daughters of Bro. and Sr.
ing tor us. Sr. Lula Asper superintended
Carl Lehman and Bro. and Sr. Melvin Lehthd school.
man respectively, were publicly dedicated
Missionarie3: In the recent past these re- to the Lord. This service was very imprespresentatives from the Foreign fields have sive.
snared their work with us. Sr. Emma Frey,
As a congregation we are looking forMable Frey, Bro. and Sr. Mann, Sr. Leora ward to great things from the Lord in our
Yoder, Sr. Elizabeth Engle, and Bro. and coming evangelistic services.
Sr. Elmer Eyer. The latter showed their
R. Lehman
pictures of the African work.
Bertie,
Ont.
After being without a pastor for nearly
two years we were happy to have Bro. and
The revival held in the Bertie Church is
Sr. Harry Hock and three children come to now in the past. Our evangelist, Elder Alus from Dallas Center, Iowa. At present vin Burkholder of Calif, faithfully preached
they are living in the Mission home with the Word. While there seemed very little
Sr. Yoder and me. We have rented an extra outward results, many were deepened in
room for Sr. Sentz and Sr. Kanode. Bro. their experience and arose to higher ground.
and Sr. Hock came to the mission home Bro. Burkholder endeared himself to the
temporarily, expecting to find a house near Bertie Congregation, with his friendly disby. But until the present time we haven t position and straight-forward preaching.
been able to find one. Will you please join
Wm. Charlton
us in prayer for this need?
The fourth "Love Feast" at God's Love
Mission was held Oct. 26th with Bishop
Relief and Service
Henry Schneider and Bishop Carl G. Stump
officiating. The Lord's presence was graci(Continued from page two)
ously manifested in this service. Sr. Bowley
and Sr. Herwarth who were saved in the To Puerto Rico:
mission during this year, took part with us
Five tons of assorted foods which were
in this service for the first time.
shipped from the Silver Springs PennsylWe want to especially thank all those vania Food Warehouse.
who have so graciously given of their time, To Italy:
money, and provisions to help keep this our
Sixteen tons of assorted foods shipped
Father s work.
from the Silver Springs, Pennsylvania Food
Warehouse, one carload of flour, a carload
Janna B. Goins
of assorted foods shipped from the Reedley, California Food Warehouse and 248
Mt. Carmel, Michigan
bales of clothing, bedding and shoes. This
Our Love Feast was held here on October makes a total of 90 tons of material aid
26-27. At the close of the Saturday after- shipped to Italy.
noon service we went to Sugar River where
Brother Albert Ewald was baptized. This To CRALOG for general distribution either
young man was just recently saved and in the American, British or French Zones
sanctified. On Sunday morning he was re- of Germany:
Three carloads of assorted foods from the
ceived into church fellowship.
Silver Springs, Pennsylvania Food WareIt was also the opening of our revival
meetings with Elder H. P. Heisey from house, five carloads of flour, 509 bales of
Louisville, Ohio as evangelist. We did en- clothing, bedding and shoes originating at
joy his ministry. Several received help. Winnipeg, Canada. This makes a total of
One man who was in his sixties who has 306 tons of goods given for general disused tobacco for fifty years was saved and tribution in Germany.
To the Mennonite Central Committee Child
delivered from this habit.
Feeding Project in the British Zone of GerF . K. Starr
many:
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One carload of evaporated milk, ten tons
of powdered milk, three carloads of flour,
one carload of meats from the Silver
Springs, Pennsylvania Food Warehouse.
This makes a total of 187 tons of food
shipped to date to this new project.
To Holland:
503 bales or 26 tons of clothing, bedding
and shoes.
To Denmark:
241 bales or 13 tons of clothing, bedding
and shoes.
To France:
151 cases or 8 tons of shoes and soap.
So Our Youth may Serve
(This is the first of a series of releases
on Voluntary Services in general, and summer service and one year service opportunities in particular.)
During the war years a cooperative Mennonite and Brethren in Christ summer service program began rather spontaneously. It
was a voluntary service the young women
of our constituency wished to render in
mental hospitals as a parallel to what the
young men of the church were drafted to
do. This past year, the third summer, it
became a program for both men and women
and developed beyond the field of mental
hospital service. Further conviction developed that service such as that of the
CPS Unit at Gulfport, Mississippi, was
worthy of voluntary service and that supplemental workers with one year periods of
time might well be utilized to extend the
Gulfport service beyond limitations of CPS.
At the December 1945 annual Mennonite
Central Committee meeting Orie Miller
presented on behalf of the executive committee the following question: "To what
extent shall M. C. C. use its offices further
in exploring and developing the opportunities and challenges of short-term organized
voluntary services in under-privileged and
distress areas as a demonstration of our
Christian concern and witness?" The same
meeting, "Moved and passed that the
executive committee study this question."
Subsequent MCC Executive Committee
Meetings of March 2, 1946 and September
14, 1946 approved conditionally the addition
of a limited number of such supplemental
voluntary service workers to the Gulfport
unit. The approval was conditional upon the
possibility of favorable action of the MCC
constituency on the general policy of MCC
operated fulltime service units.
At a special meeting of the Mennonite
Central Committee, October 31, 1946, various individual groups expressed their interest in undertaking such a cooperative program. Several of the groups also explained
briefly the plans for their own conference
youth service program with suggestions as
to how MCC program could supplement
what individual groups would sponsor. A
study report on "Standards and Plans for
a Possible Voluntary Service Program during 1947" was then presented (complete report available from MCC upon request).
The MCC voted to accept the report, approve the recommendations, and have the
Annual MCC meeting further implement
this recommendation.
Further information regarding the plans,
meaning and standards of such a Voluntary
Service Program will be forthcoming in
succeeding news releases. Those individuals
who feel that they might wish to give a
year of their life in service to underprivileged on this continent should write for
further information to Voluntary Service
Section, Mennonite Central Committee, Ak-
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ron, Pennsylvania. The program is developing and needs the prayerful support of ministers and parents so that the talents of
young people may be utilized either in individual conferences or cooperatively.
Displaced Mennonites in China
A letter and cable from J. Lawrence
Burkholder at Shanghai, China, states that
27 Mennonite and 25 Baptist Russian refugees are in Sinkiang province and request
funds for existence and travel. The cablegram states that most Mennonites are widows and children. Life is very difficult in
Sinkiang, particularly during the winter
months and all of the Mennonites wish to
come farther East into China.
A reply to the above request was made as
follows: . . . Assist Mennonite Baptist refugees to point most suitable standpoint
safety economic living means providing
livelihood etc during probable lengthy waiting period through migration processing. . .
Clothing Arrives in China
Our workers in Kaifeng report that 300
bales of clothing arrived there on November
4. J. Lawrence Burkholder stationed at
Shanghai comments, "The bales were packed in excellent condition. One person remarked that the shipment represents a vast
measure of loving care. The bedding in
particular is needed by institutions. This is
the only shipment of bedding which we
have received this season. You can be assured that the clothing will be meeting a
real need." Clayton Beyler says, "The Chinese who receive it will not be able to write
thank you notes, but you can be assured
that it will meet a big need and that the
wealth of such a shipment can be reckoned
in hundreds of millions of dollars."
Departures and Arrivals
Esther G. Book sailed from San Francisco on December 21 for India on the
Marine Adder.
Mrs. Ralph Sommer sailed from San
Francisco on December 15 on board the
Marine Lynx for Shanghai, China.
A cable was received from Cherbourg,
France, on December 22 confirming the sale
arrival of Franklin Brunk, Dale Stutzman,
Thelma Burton, Mrs. Atlee Beechy and
Karen, Elmer and Fannie Gingerich, and
Lena Gerber.
Bertha Eshleman R. N., Nora and Irene
Eschliman arrived in Manila, Philippine Islands, on December 20.
Proposed Tractor Operators Unit for Poland
A unit of tractor operators for Poland is
being considered by the Mennonite Central
Committee Relief Section. The needs of
war sufferers are many and varied, and it
is our desire to meet as many of these
needs as is materially and spiritually possible.
The needs as outlined to our MCC representatives by UNRRA and Polish officials
are for 25 experienced tractor operators to
teach the inexperienced Polish tractor drivers the operation, servicing, and maintenance of the tractors and implements supplied by UNRRA.
Additional instruction on the servicing of
the several different makes (McCormickDeering, John Deere, Case, and Ford-Ferguson) would be given the unit before being distributed among the 250 tractor stations. The Polish government agrees to
give each unit an interpreter, a transportation unit, and maintenance.
Polish and UNRRA officials believe that
the job of instruction can be done during
the spring plowing and early summer work.
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Applicants would need to consider that most
oi the six-month term would be spent separ a t e from other unit members, but the opportunity to witness and serve would obviously be unlimited in such an arrangement. Truly, much remains to be done "In
the name of Christ."

On the Foreign Field
( Continued from pagj nine)
inconvenience of carrying on among the
ashes and rubbish, we receive a great encouragement as we saw, and heard of the
generous gifts coming in, and do thank God
today that by our united efforts the shop
will be reequipped fully, as more things become available. Thus as we work together
God's cause will go forward.
Again thanking you, we are yours in
Jesus.
W. O. Winger

S. S. Convention
(Continued from page fifteen)
about to go over a falls carrying its occupants with it. When someone cried out
for their rescue, the reply was "Redemption point is way up the stream." When
we ask children to decide for Christ we
are asking them to make a decision, but
when we ask an adult we are asking them
to reverse a negative decision already
made. Child conversions are permanent.
We must do God's work in God's time. A
challenge to all teachers is the statement
of a little girl when she said, "First I
learned to love my teacher, then I learned
to love my teacher's Bible, then I learned
to love my teacher's Savior."
Dr. Walter Wilson stirred the heart of
every teacher when he spoke about "The
Soul Winning Teacher" in the closing message of that day. His text was taken from
I Corinthians 2:4, 5. The aim of the teacher is, or should be, to win for Christ and
to teach more perfectly the way of Christ.
There are ten things for every teacher to
remember. 1. The pupil looks at the teacher first. Did it work.with her? 2. She
must go to the class spiritually minded.
Have a peculiar, indescribable, indispensable unction. Keep this in mind from the
time you approach the church. The casual
social conversation with those you meet
will rob one of this spirit. 3. Be resourceful. 4. Make it interesting; use odd illustrations, anything to catch the attention
of the pupil. 5. Make it clear and plain.
6. Diagnose the case and prescribe the
right medicine and the right dose. Do
something for your pupils; inviting a Junior or Intermediate boy to dinner is a great
event for him. 7. Build confidence and
trust. 8. Do not hurry souls. Never ask
a question that can be answered by yes or
no. 9. Expect definite results. 10. Learn
to apply the right scripture. In closing Dr.
Wilson advised teachers to teach the lesson
as it is and there will be something for
everyone.—Reported by Erma Z. Hare.
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Gleanings From Vacation Bible
School Reports
(Concluded from December 2 issue)
C. W.
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Boyer

Special incident: "The rebellious attitude of a boy well instructed in the Scripture by his mother, but struggling under
the bad influence of a skeptic father. It
was pitiful."
The thing that impressed me most: "The
completely surrendered lives of the two
young women that conducted the School,
sent out by the Fuller Foundation."
Effect of the Vacation Bible School on
the S. S.: "Better attendance."
Future of Vacation Bible School work
within the Church: "It should have a very
definite place in the Church. It is my opinion that children get more in two weeks
than in one year of S. S. attendance."
Mrs. Pearl Nash,
Norco Union School, Calif.
"We had a very good Bible School this
year. The largest we have ever had at
God's Love Mission. We had an enrollment
of 114 and an average attendance of seventy-seven. We know the S. S. bus was a
great help. It made two trips each day.
We have found from year to year we
gain new scholars for our S. S. through the
Vacation Bible School. Even during the
summer months, with regular folk away
on vacation, etc., the attendance is very
good.
"I am now in a V. B. S. at Rust, Michigan! We have a fine School. Highest attendance any one day so far was 89. 'The
people have a mind to work,' and they
bring them in from miles around. The
pastor makes two trips each day, and
drives seventy miles.
"I think young people should be encouraged to prepare to teach in V. B.
Schools, and then the Board should find
churches where they have never had a
School, and encourage them to have one
another summer.
Janna B. Goins, Detroit Mission.
"The thing that impressed me most was
the eager interest of youngsters from nonchurch homes to learn from the Bible.
"I believe some of our own church literature should be adapted for Bible School
use."
Isaiah B. Harley, Souderton, Penna.
•"Since much of the material planned for
Vacation Bible School is not what we, the
Brethren in Christ, would use in our
Schools, wouldn't it be better to have a
course of study prepared by our own people? A thorough study of the Bible, with
work books to accompany the teacher's
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manual and properly graded would be a
help in the Schools.
"There's a question I've been wondering
about for some time. Many of the children in our School have at one time come
forward on decision day. They say they
are saved, but yet the lives of many don't
show it. Some go to the altar year after
year, and others continue as they are,
thinking they are Christians. Many of these
children come from non-Christian homes
and attend S. S. elsewhere in the city.
How can we best help those children?
This is true of some of our own S. S.
children. They seem to have no interest in
continuing in baptism and church membership."
Ruth E. Heisey, Lancaster, Pa.
"There was a mid-morning recess, and
at this time the children marched around
the block and sang. One morning they
sang, 'Yes, Jesus loves me,' as they passed
the home of a sick lady. She always listened for them, and on this morning was
especially cheered with this thought. She
died before our Bible School ended. Several Catholic children were attracted to the
School by singing. They were so overjoyed at the stories and the pictures and
coloring. They came several days and
even stayed overtime to work on their

books and help their teachers. Then suddenly we saw them no more. We can only
guess the reason.
"Every church must find the program
that is best suited to its own need and circumstances, but I believe that every effort
to implant the Word of God in the hearts
and minds of our children is worthwhile.
The future of the Church depends on holding those we already have and winning
new ones, and this can only be done as we
see them saved and grounded in God's
Word with convictions that will hold them
in the midst of temptations. And one hour
on Sunday morning is not enough to do
this."
Erma Z. Hare, Chicago Mission, 111.
"The thing that impressed me most in
connection with our V. B. S. effort was
its value in reaching boys and girls.
"The Vacation Bible School needs good
publicity, alert leadership, persistent effort, interesting lessons and presentation,
and keeping after the scholars."
Irvin Kanode, Knifley, Ky.
"Our membership is small and our Bible
School enrolled more than 350, with an
average attendance of 285. We used a
near-by schoolhouse and rented a tent to
accommodate this large group, and even
then we were crowded.
"The thing that impressed me most was
the amazing quality of the memory work
and handwork that our -small and overworked staff of teachers accomplished. Another was the tone of the following midweek prayer meeting testimonial session
when many spoke of the blessings and
challenges received by this endeavor.
"We are greatly interested in the enrichment and adaptivity of this program
as it relates to our particular denomination, and wish to see the Bible School
flourish among us.
Mrs. Eber Dourte, Waynesboro, Pa.
"I respectfully submit the following suggestions :
"The immediate launching of a campaign of enthusiastic boosting of the movement, the invitation for those interested in
the movement to write and share the blessing of the D. V. B. S. in the 'Visitor.'
"The creating of a course of study distinctly Brethren in Christ, that after five
or six years of use will have laid such a
foundation of truth that many of the adolescent will follow the pattern of faith
carefully laid and built up over the years.
"An agency to channel all helpful suggestions relative to hand work, expression
work and the means of best presenting the
truth.
"A few words relative to the closing
program:
"It provides remarkable opportunities.
Mothers are much interested in their children. Arrest the child and the parent soon
follows. Many homes have been entered
for the first time by the closing program,
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and it has been our observance that this
has been the means of breaking down
many barriers that people imagined toward
us. For example, a lady after seeing us at
work in D. V. B. S. said, 'I thought you
people were queer, seclusive, and remote
until I saw you work in the Bible School.
I am astonished! I never thought you were
like that! That mother was arrested by the
closing night of the Vacation Bible School.
"I will be very happy to note further
progress in this wonderful project."
H. J. Patfield, Stayner, Ont.
"The thing which impresses me so forcefully with this work is the way boys and
girls open their hearts to the truth. Some
boys who come from a rather bad street
seemed to change so much just from the
Bible teaching itself before they made any
profession of faith in Christ. I shall never
forget the thrill that was mine one day
in riding in my car as one of the older
boys began telling me just why Christ died
on the cross. That boy was enthused about
this and says that he never knew before,
although I am sure that he has attended
some S. S.
"This may be off the question, but when
I see such remarkable results in V. B. S.
I wonder why the same thing cannot be
done in our Sunday Schools. How about a
book of some type, which your Board
would supply to every superintendent, telling him his duty and responsibility, and
giving some suggestions which would bring
originality to the S. S. program?
"Our S. S. has been continually on the
increase since our Bible School in 1945.
After our Bible School this year, I counted
ten new scholars. One lady called up on
the phone and wondered about sending her
son here to S. S., as he learned so much
during the Bible School.
"I think this is one of the most effective
methods of taking the Gospel in our day.
I am so deeply interested in it that I almost
feel sometimes like devoting full time to
this type of work. Why not place it on
the same level with adult evangelism?"
Glenn F. Diller, Welland, Ont.
Conclusions:
After reading these reports concerning
our Vacation Bible School work several
significant conclusions seem to be apparent:
1. The Vacation Bible School presents a
most unique and unusually successful opportunity to reach children with Bible
truth—children whom other agencies for
some reason have not been able to contact.
2. The Vacation Bible School is remarkably successful as an effective teaching
agency. Workers are impressed with the
outstanding results which can be achieved
in the short, but live, interesting, intense,
efficient teaching program of the Vacation
Bible School.
3. The centering of this program in an
evangelistic goal, has shown that the Vaca-
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tion Bible School provides one of the best
opportunities for presenting the Gospel
appeal to the children and of bringing
them to Christ.
4. In the above factors as they have been
demonstrated in Vacation Bible School
work there lies a definite challenge to the
Sunday School. Does not the Vacation Bible School point the way to a more effective Sunday School program?
5. The above conclusions are the more
impressive when we note the depth to
which they are felt by those most closely
associated with Vacation Bible School
work.
Why not begin to plan your Vacation
Bible School now?—Dayton,
Ohio.

The National Sunday School
Convention

T

HE Friday morning session of the National Sunday School Convention opened with devotions conducted by Dr. Porter,
pastor of the Jefferson Park Bible Church,
Chicago. A lengthy business session followed in which the morning study groups
were dispensed with to give the time to a
discussion of the new Uniform Bible Lesson Series which have been formulated by
a specially appointed committee. Dr. Anderson presided and Dr. James DeForest
Murch, secretary of the committee, presented the report. The following are guiding
principles adopted by the Lesson Committee. 1. The name of the new lesson series
shall be the Uniform Bible Lesson Series.
2. The curriculum shall be Bible centered
in content. The text for study shall be
related to and in harmony with the context
both in letter and spirit. 3. The supreme
purpose of the series shall be the winning
of every pupil to the Lord Jesus Christ and
the submission of his life to the will of
God. 4. The lessons shall be directed to
the teaching and training of the pupil for
Christian character and service. 5. Recognizing the limitations of the theory of gradual development as the solution of problems of character, the curriculum will keep
clearly in view the important place of crisis, conflict and choice in the making of
Christian character. 6. Each cycle will be
five years in length. 7. Cycle content will
consist of selections of Scripture approximately 40 per cent from the New Testament, 40 per cent from the Old Testament,
and 20 per cent from both Old and New
Testament in a related study. The entire
fifth year will consist of related lessons on
Christian doctrine and life. Thus four
years will be devoted primarily to instruction in a body of Bible truth with the fifth
year devoted to further emphasis on application. 8. The selection of lessons shall
be determined by the nature and capacities
of childhood with necessary adjustment to
adolescent and adult life. 9. Topical
lessons shall be limited in number and al-
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ways grounded in Scripture. 10. The
schedule of lessons shall be geared to maj o r observances of the church year.
Members of the Lesson Committee are
Dr. Clarence H. Benson, chairman; Dr.
James DeForest Murch, secretary; Bishop
Leslie R. Marston; Dr. Harold C. Mason;
Dr. Harry Ironside; Miss Henrietta Mears;
Dr. H. H. Savage; Rev. S. H. Frodsham;
Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, and Dr. Robert
R. Fritsch. The new Uniform Bible Lesson
outlines will be released to editors, writers
and publishers within a few weeks, but
will not be made available to the general
public until January 1, 1948. Several independent and denominational publishers
of Sunday-school literature and editors of
church and Sunday-school journals have
indicated that they will adopt and publish
the new lessons.
Between conventions the work of the Association will be carried on by the new
Board of Directors elected at Chicago. The
board consists of Dr. Archer E. Anderson
(Presbyterian USA), president; Dr. Clarence H. Benson (Presbyterian U S ) , vicepresident; Dr. James DeForest Murch
(Disciples of Christ), secretary; Mr. Robert C. VanKampen (Northern Baptist),
treasurer; Rev. Jesse R. Hastings (Methodist) ; Rev. L. A. Brown (Free Methodist) ;
Dr. J. P. McCallie (Presbyterian US) ;
Rev. J. R. Mumaw (Mennonite) ; Rev.
Ralph M. Riggs (Assemblies of God) ; Dr.
H. H. Savage (Northern Baptist) ; Dr. J.
H. Walker (Church of G o d ) ; Mr. J. Clair
Peters (United Brethren) ; Dr. W. L. Surbrook (Pilgrim Holiness) ; Mr. A. J. Stewart (Canadian Presbyterian) ; Dr. Roy S.
Hollomon (Southern Baptist). Mr. C. V.
Egemeier was re-elected executive secretary and Chicago was made permanent
national headquarters.
Much attention was given to a program
of expansion through the development of
state, county and city Sunday-school associations. Three new state associations
were represented at the convention. Regional set-up rallies will be held during
the coming year at Boston, Omaha, Chattanooga, Denver and Portland.
The thing that impressed me about this
convention, aside from the helpful information and inspiration that was received,
was the oneness in spirit and fellowship
that prevailed. Not a note of discord was
felt, but the spirit of Christ dominated
every discussion and every motion that was
made. No one thought of denominational
boundaries. The one aim and thought of
the convention was how the Sunday school
might reach and win more souls to Christ.
During the session on Friday afternoon
Dr. Clarence H. Benson presented a most
challenging and thought provoking message on the subject "Too Little and Too
Late." Building his message on the phrases "And it shall come to pass when thy
(Continued on page fifteen)
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Preachers' Page
The Preacher: His Life and Work
/. H. Jowett
The Perils of the Preacher
"Lest . . .1 myself should be a castmvay."
BEGIN our consideration of the perils of
the preacher by quoting this startling
word of the Apostle Paul. "I therefore so
run, not as uncertainly: so fight I, not as
one that beateth the air; but I keep under
my body, and bring it into subjection:
lest that by any means, when I have
preached to others, I myself should be a
castaway . . ." The Apostle Paul foresees
the possible peril of his becoming a counterfeit coin in the sacred currency, a spurious dealer in sublime realities, a worthless
guide to "the unsearchable riches of
Christ." He sees the insurgent danger of
men who are busy among holy things becoming profane. A man may be dealing
with "Gold thrice refined," and yet he himself may be increasingly mingled with the
dross of the world . . .

I

Now the Apostle Paul foresaw the peril,
and studiously and prayerfully provided
against it . . . Perils are ever the attendants
of privilege, and they are thickest round
about the most exalted stations . . .
The first peril which I will name, and
I name it first because its touch is so fatal,
is that of deadening familiarity with the
sublime. You will not have been long in
the ministry before you discover that it is
possible to be fussily busy about the Holy
Place and yet to lose the wondering sense
of the Holy Lord . . . We may be professors but not pilgrims. Our studies may
be workshops instead of "upper rooms."
Our share in the table-provisions may be
that of analysts rather than guests . . .
I think this is one of the most insidious,
and perhaps the predominant peril in a
preacher's life. A man may live in mountain-country and lose all sense of the
heights. And that is a terrible impoverishment, when mountain-country comes to
have the ordinary significance of the
plains. The preacher is called upon to
dwell among the stupendous concerns of
human interest . . . He lives almost every
hour in sight of the immensities and the
eternities—the awful sovereignty of God,
and the glorious yet cloud-capped mysteries of redeeming grace. But here is the
possible tragedy; he may live in constant
sight of these tremendous presences and
ma'y cease to see them . . . "Will a man
leave the snow of Lebanon?" The calamity
is that we may do so and never know it.
The second peril in the preacher's life
which I will name is that of deadening
familiarity with the commonplace. I have

mentioned the possibility of our becoming
callous to the presence of the heights: there
is an equally subtle peril to our becoming
dead to the bleeding tragedies of common
life . . . And the ever possible danger is
this, that in becoming accustomed to tragedy we may also become callous.
There is, for example, our familiarity
with death. I know there is something
about Death so mysterious, so imperious,
that he never passes as quite an ordinary
presence . . . And yet you will find it is
possible to be strangely unmoved in the
house of death . . . I know that it may be
one of God's merciful dealings with us, as
a necessity of our labour, to put the gracious cushion of custom between us and the
immediate blows of dark and heavy circumstance. No man could do his work if
the vital drain were to be unrelieved . . .
The impact of the blow upon us is restrained in order that we may minister to those
upon whom it has fallen with naked and
staggering force. But that possible ministry becomes impossible if the cushion becomes a stone. If familiarity implies insensibility then our powers of consolation
are lost.
Now this is one of our perils, and it is
very real and immediate . . . The pathetic
may cease to melt us, the tragic may cease
to shock us. We may lose our power to
weep . . .
The third ministerial peril is the possible perversion of our emotional life. The
preaching of the gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ demands and creates in the preacher a certain power of worthy emotion, and
this very emotion becomes the centre of
new ministerial danger . . .
I remember one very eventful day when
I had a long walk with Hugh Price Hughes
through the city of London. In the course
of our conversation he suddenly stopped,
and gripping my arm in his impulsive way,
he said, "Jowett, the evangelical preacher
is always on the brink of the abyss! . . ."
I think I know what he meant. Preaching
that sways the preacher's emotions, moving
him like a gale upon the sea, makes great
demands upon the nerves, and sometimes
produces nervous exhaustion . . . and in
his nervous impoverishment his moral defences may be relaxed, the enemy may leap
within his gates, and his spirit may be
imprisoned in dark and carnal bondage . . .
And now let me mention a peril which
will be more evident than the one I have
just named, because we meet it along every
road of life, and because we make its acquaintance long before we take up the actual work of the ministry. I mean the perilous gravitation of the world. I say you
may meet that danger everywhere, but nowhere will you meet it in a more insidious
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and persistent fashion than in the Christian ministry . . . I suppose that one of
the deepest characteristics of worldliness is
an illict spirit of compromise. It calls
itself by many agreeable names, such as
"expediency," "tactfulness," "diplomacy,"
and it sometimes ascends to higher rank
and claims kinship with "geniality," "sociability," and "friendship." But, despite
this fine borrowed attire, the worldly spirit
of compromise is just the sacrifice of the
moral ideal to the popular standard, and
the subjection of personal conviction to
current opinion . . .
It will entice you to wear grey habits
when you mix with the business-men of
your congregation, and to "talk grey" in
your conversation with them . . .
But in the perilous gravitation of worldliness there is more than an illicit spirit
of compromise: there is what I will call
the fascination of the glittering . . . We
are tempted to covet a showy eloquence
rather than the "spirit of power."
. I have thus mentioned many perils
which will meet you in your calling. Let
me mention some of the results.
First of all, our characters will lose
their spirituality . . .
But a second thing happens when, for
any cause, we are separated from the Lord
whom we have vowed to serve. Our speech
lacks a mysterious impressivness . . . We
are eloquent but we do not persuade . . .
We teach but we do not woo . . . Our
words . . . are not "in demonstration of
the Spirit and of power" . . .
But I turn to a more positive aspect of
my theme. How can . . . we make our
perils minister to a richer, stronger, and
more fruitful life? . . . Perils may indicate
our possible impoverishment: they equally
indicate our possible enrichment.
How, then, is it to be done? . . . We
must assiduously attend to the culture of
our souls. We must sternly and systematically make time for prayer, and for the
devotional reading of the Word of God. . .
We are great only as we are God-possessed
and scrupulous appointments in the upper
room with the Master will prepare us for
the toil and hardships of the most strenuous campaign . . . And you may depend
upon it, that when you give yourselves to
soul-culture in this serious way, it is a
travail and not a pastime. . . We are permitted to look upon our Master as He
prayers. "In the days of His flesh He offered up prayers and supplications with
strong crying and tears." It was a holy
and a costly business. . .
And I would add one further word in reference to the discipline of character by
the culture of the soul, and it is this: it is
only by this primary culture that we gain
those secondary virtues which play so vital
a part in our moral defences, and in the
effectiveness of our work. The fragrance
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Laid Aside His Garments
T.Wm

A.

Smith

Jno. 13:4 He riseth from supper, and
laid aside his garments; and took a towel,
and girded himself.
This symbolic example of Jesus sets the
standard for Christians.
Phil. 2:7 He took upon him the form of
a servant.
Luke 22:7 I am among you as him that
serveth.
Matt. 20:28 The son of man came not
to be ministered unto but to minister and
to give his life. . . .
The very night of the Lord's supper the
desire to be first or greatest, or for the
chief place was manifest among the disciples. This is not a lone accidental occurrence but is an example of the general
disposition of men and women everywhere.
It is a mark of the fall. It is directly opposite to the unselfish, self-sacrificing, selfrenouncing service the Master desires of
the Redeemed.
Jesus in laying aside his garments to
wash the disciples feet, also laid aside
some garments that we do well to consider.
One of the beautiful garments that Jesus
laid aside to serve the disciples was the
spotless robe of righteousness that was His.
That very night the soldiers put upon Jesus
the scarlet robe of shame. (Matt. 2 7 : 2 8 ) .
He became sin for us who knew no sin
that we might be made the righteousness
that every redeemed soul might have in
His spiritual wardrobe a robe of righteousness. "He that overcometh, the same shall
be clothed in white raiment." Rev. 3:5.
Another beautiful garment laid aside in
washing the disciples feet was the cloak
similar to Joseph's coat of many colors,
signifying the Father's favor. We remember the Father's words; "This is my beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased."
On the day of His crucifixion, Jesus cried
out, "My God, My God, Why hast Thou
forsaken M e ? " He endured God's wrath
against sin that we might be accepted and
brought into the intimate relationship of
Sons of God, Beloved in Christ Jesus. All
this so that the cloak of many colors, the
symbol of the Father's favor might be added to our spiritual wardrobe.
wvwww^vwvwvwvwvwwwwwvww
of character usually rises from the apparently subordinate virtues, the virtues
which are commonly neglected or ignored
'. . . We may be fragrant in character, having "beauty" as well as "strength," if we
abide in the King's gardens. . .
You will have traps and enemies, . . .
but "grace abounds," and "the joy of the
Lord is your strength."—Good Tidings.
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heard in that He feared. It was in the
garden and on the cross that He learned
, the full measure of obedience. It was there
He was made perfect by the things which
Among the garments laid aside there is
He suffered, and being there and in the
also a judicial robe. Who was more
garden made perfect, He became the Authworthy to judge the twelve tribes of Israel
or of eternal salvation unto all them that
and to judge the world than He? Yet in
obey Him; called of God an High Priest
His humiliation His judgment was taken
after the order of Melchizadec. (Heb. 5:8away. (Acts 8:33). He was taken from
10). The royal priesthood is spoken of in
prison and from judgment and unjustly
I Peter 2 : 5 : "Ye, also as lively stones are
condemned to die. He laid aside his judibuilt up a spiritual house, an holy priestcial robe and powers that by His righthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices aceousness He might justify many; that the
ceptable to God." A priestly robe is thus
Redeemed might be able to stand in the
added to the wardrobe of the redeemed.
Presence of His Father, justified, sanctiThe disciples knew not these garments
fied, unblameable and unreprovable in
His sight. Thus the judicial robe is added which He laid aside for they saw only the
to the wardrobe of the Redeemed (I Cor. humble garments which He chose when
6:23). Do ye not know that the saints He became flesh and dwelt among us. In
shall judge the world? . . . Know ye not a very real sense these wondrous robes
were laid aside when He took a towel and
that we shall judge angels?
girded himself and washed the disciples'
Also among the garments laid aside was feet. Therefore whosoever would be greata rich resplendent robe, which indicated est among you, let him be your minister,
the riches, splendor and glory of Jesus, the for the Son of Man came not to be minSon of the Father, the Heir of Glory. Had istered unto, but to minister and to give his
Jesus revealed himself to mankind in all life a ransom for many. If we would have
His riches, power, majesty, and glory, He a part with the Master, if we too desire
could not have become the Lamb of God these beautiful resplendent robes in our
to take away the sin of the world. "Though spiritual wardrobe we shall find them at
He was rich, yet for our sakes He became the end of a life of lowly Christian service.
poor, that we through His poverty might
—Harrisburg, Pa.
be rich." (II Cor. 8:9.) When we become
heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus
Christ and share with the riches and glory
S. S. Convention
that were His, we may look forward to a
(Continued from page thirteen)
bright shining resplendent robe given to
the heirs of glory.
son shall ask thee," and "when thy chilChief among His garments to be laid
aside is the kingly robe. This, too, is a
white robe or vesture which Jesus shall
put on for His coronation (Rev. 19:6.) His
name written upon it is "King of Kings
and Lord of Lords." When He comes in
His power and glory with the saints, all
heaven and all earth shall bow their knees
and confess that He is Lord to the glory
of God the Father. But this kingly robe
He laid aside for our redemption. Pilate
therefore said unto Him, "Art thou a King
t h e n ? " Jesus answered, "Thou sayest that
I am a king, to this end was I born and
for this cause came I into the world."
(John 19:37). If Pilate and the princes of
this world had known who Jesus was, they
would not have crucified the Lord of
Glory. He had laid aside His kingly robe
and they did not know Him. We love
Him because He first loved us and washed
us from our sins in his own blood and
hath made us kings and priests unto God
and His Father. So we find a place in our
spiritual wardrobe for a kingly garment.
Most sacred of all was the high-priestly
robe which Jesus laid aside to minister to
his disciples. On the night of his betrayal
he offered up prayers and supplications
with strong crying and tears unto Him that
was able to save Him from death. He was

dren shall ask thee in time to come," Dr.
Benson said that teaching has been too little and inadequate. Six and one-half million dropped from the Sunday school in
the last two decades. A nation which cannot save its own children cannot save the
world. Eighty per cent of all our Protestant churches were once Sunday schools.
Ninety per cent of all Protestant preachers
were Sunday school pupils. Ninety per cent
of new contacts are made in the Sunday
school. We must educate or die. Seventy
per cent of all money spent in the church
should be spent in the Sunday school.
There is too little preparation for the
Sunday School. Then, we are too late.
Too late in reaching, too late in teaching
and too late in saving our children. The
Sunday school grows by population from
within and by conquest from without.
Three-fourths of what a child learns has
been learned by the time he is seven years
old. When must we start teaching salvation, then? Faith is the thing that holds
a man. Only as children have been indoctrinated can they be evangelized.
We are too late in saving our children.
It takes less time and effort to win twenty
children than one adult. Dr. Benson told
a touching story in which a small boat was
(Continued on page eleven)
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Worldwide News Currents
Values
Although the American Bible Society received more in gifts in the period from
1920 to 1946 than from 1816, the year it
was organized, to 1920, the grand total received in 130 years will not pay for one
modern first-class battleship or plane carrier. The cost of "Operations Crossroads"
will be many times the total amount given
to the American Bible Society in 130 years!
What One Man Does
"Supposing you lived near Singapore, in
Malaya, and you have purchased a tin of
biscuits made and packed away in China,"
writes W J. Piatt in "Whose World." "You
may be Chinese, for there are millions of
Chinese there; you may be Javanese, or
Malayan born; you may be Japanese. No
matter; biscuits are biscuits. You look at
the box—'Made and packed by Wang and
Co., Pekin.' You open it and discover more
printed matter on a slip of paper inside.
It must be important, for it is written in
five different languages—in a box of cheap
biscuits! You read whichever of the languages you know: 'Jesus said, I am the Bread
of Life. He that cometh to Me shall never
hunger.'
"Then follows an address to which you
write for a Christian Gospel in the language you know—and it will be sent post free.
That work is carried on by a Chinese Christian business man."
Religious Liberty Threatened
According to "Dawn" (London), the Pope
has demanded that within five years all the
public services in Australia should be one
hundred per cent under Roman Catholic
control. At a secret meeting in Sydney,
Archbishop Gilroy passed on instructions
from the Pope "in an endeavor to bring the
world at the feet of Catholicism and Australia as a home of the Vatican." The report
is substantiated by a sworn affidavit witnessed by a justice of the peace. Archbishop Gilroy declared that public services
in Australia were already sixty-three percent under Roman Catholic control.
Holiness Methodist Advocate.
Improvement? ?
There are 437,000 Saloons in the United
States. There is a liquor license for every
267 persons in the United States; eleven
saloons for every five churches; one bar
room for every seventy-one homes. There
are 1,000,000 inebriates in these United
States; 60,000 new ones being made every
year. The United States is spending $15.33
per pupil for education annually and $58.00
per capita on liquor. About 100,000 persons
are rejected by the life insurance companies
every year in this country on account of
alcoholic indulgence.—Biblical Record.
Bikes Increase Scope of Ministry For
Europe's Pedestrian Pastors
It takes a long time for a pastor to walk
ten miles to see a member of his church.
Astride a bicycle he can cut that time to a
fraction.
Church leaders in this country working
in conjunction with the World Council of
Churches at Geneva, have realized this fact.
The result: a steady stream of bicycles has
been going to Europe, sent through Church
World Service, for use by pastors in the
areas where normal transportation facilities
are wholly inadequate.
The bicycles are part of the American
churches' plan to help destitute ministers,
who in turn can help their parishoners.
This speedier means of transportation is
especially important in Germany, where

pastors are not permitted to use the overcrowded railroads. Military authorities do
permit them to travel unescorted on the
bikes.
Mohammedan America
A New Issue of the Koran is being printed
in honor of the visit of his excellency
Sheikh Abdulla Sulaiman Al-Hamdan, of
Arabia, to this country. There are two
volumes each with 1050 pages of Arabic and
English in parallel columns.
Rural vs. Urban Churches
Two-Thirds of the people in the state of
South Dakota no longer attend their community churches, but because of the automobile, attend in adjacent towns where they
claim they enjoy better preaching, better
music, and more comfortable church buildings."—Herald of Holiness.
White Harvest Fields
Gospel Needs in Europe were recently
released by the European Christian Mission: There are 400,000,000 in Europe who
are unevangelized. There are 180,000,000
Mohammendans and 200,000,000 who profess no religion at all. In Portugal where
8,000,000 reside there are only 8,000 Protestants.
Transformation
A Large Canadian Airport of 640 acres
near Briar Crest, Saskatchewan, has become
the Briar Crest Bible Institute. The airport
was constructed by the Canadian government at a cost of over $1,000,000 and is
selling for $50,000.
Illiteracy
"Thirty-five million children between
eight and eighteen have no religious training. Their parents, movies, comic books
and the radio have conspired against them."
—Rev. Ralph A. Gallagher, S. J. Sociology
department head at Loyola University. He
also blames delinquency on "midnight father and cocktail mother."
And What is the End?
"Comics will become the textbooks of the
future."—M. C. Gains of Superman D. C.
Publications.
Queen Passes
Marta Evans, queen of the largest gypsy
tribe died recently in Philadelphia and was
buried from St. Andrew's Russian Orthodox
church. Gypsies from many quarters of the
country had come to the city when they
heard of the queen's sickness.
Promotion
Lew Ayres, a former movie actor and
conscientious objector, and James Wesiey
McClain, known as Dr. I. Q. "are both giving
their lives to full-time Christian service.
Ganerojity
U. N. R. R. A. headquarters recently received the following letter from nine governors of Indian pueblos in New Mexico:
"This is the governors of the Indian
pueblos in New Mexico that is writing you
this letter. This is what we say. Our peoples been hearing lots about the peoples and
childrens in Europe and China that are
starving. So we been talking over with our
councils and we talk together. So we write
you this letter. Us pueblo Indian peoples
been living in this country long time. Our
people they are good farmers but even if
they good farmers they not raising much
even in good years when lots of rain. Our
people pray and dance for rain and live
right but even in good years we raise only
enough to feed ourselves. Our old custom
'tell us to save every year part of what we
raise for like an emergency or crop failure
next year. This is not much but all we
have. Looks like those people and childrens
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over there got emergency . . . So we say we
haven't got much saved for our emergency
but they got emergency over there so maybe* we can help. We got little corn and
little wheat for that to be use. Our superintendent tell us you are the man that is
sending corn and wheat to them peoples and
children over there so we write you this
letter so you take part of our corn and
wheat for them peoples. That is what we
say."—Gospel Banner.
Education in Mexico
A survey of the results of the Mexican
drive to teach illiterates how to read and
write made recently in the Mexican capital,
showed that since the crusade was launched
in 1944, almost 1,500,000 persons had become literate. Out of this number, 708,657
have passed final examinations, with 732,137
awaiting their exams. (WP)
Christianity in Japan
The first missionary to bring the Gospel
to Japan was Father Francis Xavier. Two
and a half years later he left but the seed
he planted grew to 200 churches and 150,
000 professing Christians by 1581. Persecution and finally exclusion of Christianity
almost extinguished the light for generations until in 1853 Commodore Perry entered Japan and opened the way for missionaries to return.
Since the war thousands in Japan are
turning to the Gospel. The American Bible Society has been asked to supply 100
000 Japanese Bibles, 2,500,000 Japanese
New Testaments and 100,000 English Bibles.
Shipment of these books is being made as
transportation facilities can be arranged.
The Bible in Technicolor
Three Bible-Story movies, "The Nativity,"
"The Woman of Samaria" and "The Parable of the Sower," 16mm sound films in
color, are now available from the American
Bible Society. The only spoken word is
from the King James Bible, and the figure
of Our Lord is not shown. The musical
background of the pictures includes original
scores, in addition to the great classics of
the church performed by a symphony orchestra, a choir of trained voices and outstanding soloists.
The Bible Society has already received
inquiries from Canada, Mexico, South
America, England, Sweden, Italy, Palestine,
Australia, South Africa and China. It is
hoped that later the films will be prepared
for use abroad. The pictures and music
will be universal and the only change will
be the language in which the Bible text is
read.
This series is the first of 26 titles on the
Bible that the Bible Society is planning to
produce.
Salvation Army in Mexico
Possibly one reason for the rapid increase
in Bible circulation and Bible reading in
Mexico is the National Crusade for evangelism recently conducted under the direction
of the Salvation Army. This campaign centered its activities in a house-to-house distribution of separately-bound Gospels in the
cities, towns, villages and out on the ranches. The little books were presented at each
door after a short personal presentation of
the meaning of the Gospel. The Gospel portions were secured through the American
Bible Society, the books being sent to
Mexico in carload lots.
1,000 Tongues
Since the year 1800 the Scriptures have
found their way in printed form into 997
languages that before that date did not
possess them. Among these are most of
the tongues used by the vast populations of
the Orient and Africa, and many of those
spoken by the millions of Indians living in.
Central and South America.

